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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
The arrival of the British steamer Acadia at Bos- 
ton, via Halifax, from Liverpool, at length relieved 
the anxiety which was felt for the safety of the Ca- 
ledonia. ‘The remarkable good arrangement or good 
fortune, of both, which led to the meeting of the 
steamers Acadia and Unicorn, in its result relieves the 
anxiety of thousands in both hemispheres. 


The Halifax Morning Post of the 3d inst. says:— 
“Never did the peal of cannon burst more gratefully 
on our ear, when, last evening it announced to us the 
arrival of a steamship from England, waking thou- 
sands from their slumbers, and thrilling thousands of 
anxious hearts with the tidings that the missing 
steamer had escaped the fury of the mighty deep! 


A few minutes before midnight we heard guns 
pealing down the harbor, and soon after rockets were 
seen flying into the air from the neighborhood of 
George’s Island. 

I will be recollected that the Unicorn sailed down 
the harbor on her way to England, at half past four 
o’clock on Monday afternoon. About an hour after 
dark, not far from Sambro, a light was discovered 
bearing up toward her; for, as the Unicorn carried 
blue lights, she was distinctly seen by the other, 
which, when hailed, proved to be the Acadia. By 
the least chance in the world the ships would have 
passed, and the tidings that would thus have been 
carried home by the Unicorn would have given rise 
to much anxiety for the safety of the Acadia. 


As it is the Acadia will make the most rapid out- 
ward and homeward trip ever performed across the 
Atlantic by any steamer; as we understand she will 
sail to-day for England, and will thus no doubt carry 
home the news of her own arrival here.” 

A passenger who came out in the Acadia to Hali- 
fax writes from thence: 

We left Liverpool on the afternoon of the 4th of 
February, in the Caledonia, with every prospect of a 
fine passage;—but the fair prospects soon changed to 
head wind and severe weather, which we encounter- 
ed until the 11th, when we ascertained that we had 
received a severe injury to our rudder, and were 
compelled to put back for the nearest port—having 
repaired the rudder sufficiently by lashing it with 
iron bands and chains to enable us todoso. Fortu- 
nately for us there was little or no change of wind, 
and the weather moderated a little, so that we reach- 
ed Cork harbor, Ireland, about 3 o’clock, P. M. of 
the 15th. After sufficient repairs we left the follow- 


ing day for Liverpool, where we arrived on the eve- 
hing of the 17th. 


Too much credit cannot be ascribed to the agents 
n Liverpool for their promptness in fitting out the 
Acadia. We again left,Liverpool at 3 o’clock p- m. 
on the 19th, in great hopes of having better weather 
and more favorable winds; but we have encountered 
head winds, or nearly so, most of the passage, and 
Some very severe weather. On the 3d, latitude 46.21, 
longitude 43.56, saw some large fields of ice, and on 
the night of the 4th passed a small iceberg not more 
than two or three times the length of the ship from 
us, Last evening, about 9 o’clock, we met the Uni- 
Corn, going to Liverpool with the mails, who imme- 
lately returned to this place with us. 


The Acadia left Liverpool on the 19th February. 
ondon papers of the 18th are received. 


Lorp Asnsurron, the special minister sailed from 


Portsmouth on the 16th Feb. in the Warspite for this 
country. 


Vou. X{l—Ste. 3. 








The Britannia steamer reached Liverpool on the 
15th Feb. in 11 days. ; , 

Lord Morpeth has lost his election for parliament 
in the city of Dublin, having received 3,435 votes, 
while his tory opponent, W. H. Gregory, received 
3,825. Gregory’s majority, 390. 

Lonpon, Feb. 17. The rejection of lord John 
Russell’s resolution by the large majority of 123 may 
be considered equivalent to the adoption of sir Robt. 
Peel’s proposed corn law in the house of commons. 

[ Times. 


BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 

The king of Prussia attended her majesty on the 
opening of parliament. 

The British parliament was opened on the 3d of 
February, by tlie queen in person, and delivered the 
following speech: 

My lords and gentlemen, 

I cannot meet you in parliament assembled without 
making a public acknowledgement of my gratitude to 
Almighty God on account of the birth of the Prince 
my son—an event which has completed the measure 
of my domestic happiness, and has been hailed with 
every demonstration of affectionate attachment to my 
person and government by my faithful and loyal peo- 

le. 
: I am confident that you will participate in the sat- 
isfaction which I have derived from the presence in 
this country, of my good brother and‘ally the king of 
Prussia, who at my request undertook in person the 


office of sponsor at the christening of the Prince of 
Wales. 


I receive from all princes and states the continued 
assurances of their earnest desire to maintain the 
most friendly relations with this country. 

It is with great satisfaction I inform you that I 
have concluded with the emperor of Austria, the king 
of the French, the king of Prussia, and the emperor 
of Russia, atreaty for the effectual suppression of 
the slave trade, which, when the ratification shall 
have been exchanged, will be communicated to par- 
liament. 


There shall also be laid before you a treaty which 
I haveconcluded with the same powers, together with 
the sultan, having for its object the security of the 
Turkish empire, and the maintenance of the general 
tranquillity. 

“The restoration of my diplomatic and friendly in- 
tercourse with the court of ‘Teheran has'been‘follow- 
ed by the completion of a commercial treaty with 
the king of Persia, which I have directed to be laid 
before you. 

“I am engaged in negotiations with several powers, 
which, I trust, by leading to conventions founded on 
the just principle of mutual advantage, may extend 
the trade and commerce of the country. 

“IT regret that I'am not able to announce to you the 
re-establishment of peaceful relations with the go- 
vernment of China. 


The uniform success which has attended the hos- 
tile operations against that power, and my confidence 
in the skill and gallantry of my naval and military 
forces, encourage the hope on my part that our dif- 
ferences with the government of China will be 
brought to an early termination, and our commercial! 
Ree ese with that country placed ona satisfactory 

asis. 
Gentlemen of the house of commons, 

The estimates of the year have been prepared, and 
will be laid before you. 

“T rely, with entire confidence, on your disposition, 
while you enforce the principles of wise economy, to 
make that provision fur the service of the country 
which the public exigencies require. 

s ¥ lords and gentlemen— 

“I recommend to your immediate attention the 
state of the finances and of the expenditure of the 
country. 


“You wili have seen with regret that, for several 
— past, the annual income has been inadequate to 
ear the public charges; and I feel confident that, 
fully sensible of the evil which must result from a 
continued deficiency of this nature during peace, you 
will carefully consider the best means of averting it. 
‘IT recommend also to your consideration the state 
of the laws which affect the importation of corn and 
of other articles, the produce of foreign countries. 
“Measures will be submitted for your considera- 
tion for the amendment of the law of bankruptcy, and 


for the improvement of the jurisdiction exercised: by 
the Ecclesiastical courts in England and Wales. 

It wiil also be desirable that you should consider 
with a view to their revision the laws'which regulate 
the registration of electors of members to serve: in 
parliament. 

‘| have observed .with deep regret the continued 
distress in the manufacturing districts of the country. 
The sufferings and privations which have resulted 
from it have been borne with exemplary patience 
and fortitude. 

“I feel assured that yourdeliberations on the vari- 
ous important matters which will occupy your atten- 
tion will be directed by a comprehensive regard for 
the interests and permanent waiters of all classes of 
my subjects, and I fervently pray that they may tend 
in their result to improve the national resources, and 
to encourage the industry and promote the happiness 
of my people.” 

It will be observed that the speech makes no direct 
mention of the United States. 


At the conclusion of the speech her majesty with- 
drew from the house, and retired umid the cheers of 
the assembled thousands to Buckingham palace. 

Lord Melbourne followed; he cleverly but courte- 
ously twitted the party now in power with the as- 
surances they now expressed that the state of the 
country was by no means hopeless, congratulated 
them on finding that affairs were in a much less de- 
plorable condition than they had i spe when 
out of power. As to the corn laws, he assured them 
that the idea of retaining the sliding scale was ab- 
surd—that it must be abandoned. 


Lord Brougham said that the only way to deal with 
the corn laws was to repeal them absolutely. Of the 
case of the Creole he said that the slaves demanded 
by the United States could not be given up. 

The duke of Buckingham saidjhis opinions on the 
corn laws had undergone no change. A measure had 
been proposed by the present cabinet which he could 
not support, and he had consequently retired from 
the ministry. He should be compelled to oppose that 
measure, but on all other questions the government 
might rely on his cordial support. The address was 
then agreed to. 


London, Feb. 10. The most correct description of 
the feeling produced in commercial circles, by the 


| new sliding scale proposed last night by Robert Peel, 


is that of general disappointment. The funds, which 
are the truest indices of public feeling in the mone- 
tary world, have shown no sympathy with the cabi- 
net measure. It is not considered by moderate men 
of any political section as sufficient to settle the ques- 
tion, or to contain within itself such elements of use- 
ful change as can entitle it to their support. 


The public mind was worked up by seven months 
of suspense to look for something great and import- 
ant. Nc sred expected that, as the premier had taken 
so much time to prepare his measures, they would be 
found in the end well worthy of all the suffering 
which the people had endured in the long interval of 
their preparation. These anticipations were increas- 
ed, and the hopes of the country were still further 
raised, by the liberal sentiments expressed in the 
speech from the throne, and by the solemn tone in 
which the premier subsequently expressed himself 
with regard to the present position of public affairs. 
When, after all this suepsee and distress, official 
mystery and pompous allusion to benefits to come, 
the great and first public grievance has been met by 
a pitiful contrivance to maintain a high fluctuating 
duty, ranging from 20s. to’ 10s. per quarter when the 
average price at home is under 62s. per quarter, the 
feeling of disappointment has been aig aor ed 
great; and the general opinion is, that the country has 
been shamefully trifled with. _ 


London, Feb. 17. The rejection of lord John Rus- 
sell’s resolution by the large majority of 123 may be 
considered equivalent to the adoption of sir Robert 
Peel’s proposed corn law in the house of commons. 
It is a vote which does not commit any individual 
who concurred in it to a preference for the princi- 

le of a sliding scale over that of a fixed duty; it of- 
ae no impediment to the future ess of legisla- 
tion on this question. It signifies nothing more than 
this—-that the house of eommons prefers sir Robert 
Peel’s plan to the present law,.and is not disposed to 
convict it before trial of perpetuating all the evils of 





the existing system; that at all events it does rot 
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recognise the wisdom of refusing to moye for 
wards beeduge-the fest step wilifiot finish.sht joo | 
Ley. : a5 * 7 ATi mds F 4 
~ Je the commons lord John Russell, in reterenceé-io | 
the United States of America, trusted that all dif- 
fercnces between the two countries would be settled 
amicably, whether that could be settled by a special 
mission or not, was a matter on which he would not 


exprseh any Opinion. , Tei et Dae said that a 
.. person had bee a ~ nt out sre to endeayor to termi- 

ie ecieting differences, by means other than those 
‘which had’ been hitherto ‘adopted. Such a determi- 
nation would befor thé interests of humanity and ci- 
vilization, and it was felt that the person who went 
thither for that purpose should be a person of such 
consideration as to have held a seat in her majesty’s 
councils. The ambassador who had gone had agreed 
“todo ‘so entirely from a sense of public duty, and 
considering his relations with the United States, and 
the respect attached to his name in that country, he. 
‘was convinced that amore welcome messenger could 
not be selected. 


THE CREOLE CASE. 

The affair of the Creole was referred to in both 
houses. | 

Lord Brougham said.“that it was impossible that 
any rupture with the United States could arise out 
of that affair. The only treaty by which England or 
America could claim any refugees, either from the 
other, related exclusively to murderers, forgers and 
fraudulent bankrupts; and even that treaty had ex- 

ired. There was no international law by which 
they conld claim, or we give up, the parties who had 
taken possession of the Creole; and those persons 
must stand or fall by our laws only.” 

In the house of lords, February 14, Lord Brougham, 
pursuant to notice, brought under the consideration 
of their lordships the case of the Creole, by moving 
for copies of any correspondence upon the subject. 
He had, he said, considered the subject since he had 
first named the matter in that house, and the result 
of the consideration was a confirmation of the opinion 
he had formerly given. He was of opinion that even 
for the mere purposes of good neighborhood there 
ought to be a law amongst nations giving the power 
to each of surrendering criminals seeking refuge af- 
ter condemnation: in other countries. There was, 
however, no such law in existence, and no power on 
the part of this country to comply with any such de- 
mand. 

The earl of Aberdeen said that some communi- 
cations had taken place upon this subject with the 
government of America, but he hoped the noble lord 
would not press for them, if he informed him of the 
course which the government intended to pursue. 
After receiving all the legal assistance they deemed 
requisite, the government was satisfied that, by the 
law of this country, there was_no authority to bring 
the persons who had escaped in the Creole to trial 
for mutiny or murder, or even to detain them in 
custody. Instructions had accordingly been sent out 
for their liberation, unless it should appear that there 
was any colonial Jaw under which they could be 
brought to trial. He was not, however, aware of 
the existence of any such law. 

Lord Denman said he believed that the whoie of 
Westminster hall were unanimous that the law of 
England furnished no means of delivering up the per- 
sons who had- escaped in the Creole. The noble lord 
quoted the opinions of lord Coke, and in late years, 
of sir C. Wetherell, to the same effect, and said that 
it would be, indeed, desirable if there were an inter- 
national law giving a power to surrender criminals; 
but such a law could only rest upon the presumption 
that the laws of all nations were reasonable, and he 
feared the nefarious traffic in sJaves would stand 
very much in the way of any such arrangement. 

Lord Campbell said he should not have spoken on 
the subject, but that an opinion had been attributed 
to him contrary to that just expressed by the lord 
chief justice, which opinion he had never given. He 
was of opinion that the American government had 
no power to demand that those men should be given 
up, and that, if such a demand were made, there 
was no power by the municipa! law of England to 
comply with it. 

Lord Cottenham and the lord Chancellor gave 
similar opinions, and lord Brougham said that the 
same view was likewise taken by lord Wynford and 
lord Abinger. 

Lord Brougham then withdrew his motion, and 
their lordships adjourned. 





er 4 CORN LAW... | 
Sir Nobert Reel broughf forward his preject fora 
chatige in the torn laws,'on the Sik. Fis sabstattial- 


ly embraced in the following schedule. 
Whenever the average price of wheat, made up and 
published in the manner required by law, shall be 


for every quarter— Proposed Preseent 
Shiding Sliding 
Seale. Scale. 
} duty shall 
Under Sts § be for 5206 36 8 
every qr. 


5ls and under 5is. 19 0 35 8 


52s and under 53s 34 8 
53s and under 54s 18 0 33 8 
54s and under 55s 32 8 
55s and under 56s 17 0 318 
56s and under 57s 16 0 30 8 
57s and under 58s 15 0 29 8 
58s and under 59s 14.0 28 8 
59s and under 60s 13 0 97 8 
60s and under 61s 12 0 26 8 
6ls and under 62s 11 0 25 8 
62s and under 63s 10 9 24 8 
63s and under 64s 9 0 23 8 
64s and under 65s 8 0 22 8 
65s and under 66s 70 218 
66s and under 67s 20 8 
67s and under 68s 6 0 18 8 
68s and under 69s \ 16 8 
69s and under °70s 5 0 13 8 
70s and under 71s 40 10 8 
71s and under 72s 3 0 68 
72s and under 73s 20 28 
73s and upwards 10 1 0 


Sir Rober Peel] admitted that he did not anticipate 
from this measure any material and immediate relief 
to the existing distress. He did not attribute that 
distress to the corn laws. He ascribed it to a variety 
of other causes, temporary in their nature. 


Sir Robert defended his proposition at great length, 
but as it seems to us, with no great feeling of confi- 
dence. 

Mr. Cobden avowed hostility at the outset. He 
denounced the proposition as an insult to a suffering 
people. 


February 11. Lord John Russell gave notice of 
dissent to the principle of the sliding scale, on which 
he should take the sense of the house. 

Sir Robert Peel, in answer to a question, intimat- 
ed that he did not think it proper or judicions to 
continue the prohibition against importing salt and 
fresh meat, cattle, swine, &c. 

The British ministers had declined advising the 
queen to grant a pardon to the Chartist prisoners, 
Frost, Williams and Jones. 


A terrible gale was experienced in England and 
the neighboring waters on the evening of Jan. 26th. 
Accounts had reached Lloyd’s of the loss of 23 ves- 
sels on that dreadful night, besides which it was 
feared that others have foundered. Many lives weve 
lost. Damage was done to vessels in Waterford, 
(Ireland) harbor to the amount of £12,000. We do 
not discover the names of any American, among the 
vessels lost. 


FRANCE. 


The advices from Paris are to the 16th of Februa- 
ry inclusive. 

The treaty for the suppression of the slave trade 
—conceding the right it chetehebed not been rati- 
fied by France. The London papers admit that con- 
cession is against the declared opinion of the cham- 
ber of deputies and the nation, but endeavored to 
console themselves with the assurance that some 
slight modifications of the treaty will secure the de- 
sired ratification. 

The attitude of France upon this subject is of 
great interest to the United States. The following 
is the British account of the attitude of the question. 


London, Feb. 18. We announce with deep regret, 
on the authority of a communication received from 
Paris, by express, that the ratification of the treaty 
between the five great powers of Europe, for the 


suppression of the slave trade, which, according to 


the previous arrangement, was to have been accom- 
plished on Saturday or Monday next, will be delay- 
ed, if not prevented, by the French government. 

Of the sincerity and good faith with which the 
French government concluded this important treaty 
there cannot be any doubt. It was. the result of a 





It will be perceived that all the law authorities 
and public men of all sides in the house of lords, | 
agreed that there was no authority to surrender the | 
fugitives, nor hold in custody the alleged mutineers; 


and lord Aberdesn distinctly stated that orders had | 
Nassau to set at liberty those of the | 


been sent to 
Creole’s revolted slaves who had been detained in 


custody, 


proposal originating with France, in conjunction 
with Great Britain, and France and Great Britain 
equally rejoiced in the accession of the other pow- 
ers. To congratulate each other on the. general 
concurrence of Europe in a humane and benevolent 
suggestion, which had emanated from them con- 
jointly, seemed, indeed, to be all that remained for 
England and France to do. 


should bave'suffered-himself ta bewoverbory 


{t is the.more to be lamented that M. a 


wy 


radical oppGsition_in the chamber of deputies ay 

by the outcry which democratic orators have endea- 
vored to excite throughout France, that the most re. 
cent proceedings of the chamber demonstrate the 
comparative weakness of this party, and the Para. 
mount strength of the French government, a strength 
to be shaken only by that government placing itse|; 
in the wrong. OU 

The French papers and our Paris papers of Weq- 
nesday announce a division of the chamber of depu- 
ties on the preceding night, in which the government 
achieved a signal triumph over the opposition on the 
motion of M. Ducos, to entitle some classes of pro- 
fessional men, chiefly distinguished by their anti-mo 
narchical principles, to vote in the electoral colleges, 
_ This occurrence might have been hailed with sa. 
tisfaction in any circumstances. At the present mo- 
ment it is peculiarly suspicious. It may be expect- 
ed to impart to the existing administration of France 
that confidence in its own stability, the absence of 
which could alone cause or justify any hesitation to 
perform a duty which the French government owes, 
no less to its own dignity and honor, than to Europe 
and to Africa. | 

M. Guizot, feeling himself compelled to refuse, 
for the present, to join, without reserve, in the name 
of France, in ratifying the treaty in the precise terms 
in which it has been concluded, proposed certain 
modifications. In these mogifications Lord Aber- 
deen has declined to acquiesce, being of opinion, 
that, as a British minister, he ought not to admit the 
necessity of any guarantee for the disinterestedness 
and probity of Great Britain in respect to the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade, these having been already 
proved by sacrifices and efforts in that cause, to 
which neither France nor any other country can 
produce a parallel. 

It is certain; indeed, that upon this subject the con- 
duct of France and that of Great Britain are in 
striking contrast. France, relieved from the neces. 
sity of encouraging the sugar culture in her colonies, 


and even adopting, in furtherance of the interests of 


the domestic cultivators of the beet-root, the policy 
of positive discouragement to the culture of the cane, 
has never drawn sixpence from her national purse 
to relieve the distress of her slave subjects, although, 
at a very small expense, she might have diffused 
much happiness in her colonies, with an increase of 
security to the favored department of her domestic 
agriculture. 

Concerning markets we can only say that there is 
little encouraging in the accounts. 

Paris papers of 16th February, say: the debate 
in the chamber of deputies on M. Ducos’ proposition 
for electoral reform terminated in an unexpected 
manner on Tuesday evening; the ministry, instead 
of being left in a minority which was on every side 
expected, gaining a triumphant majority of 41 votes. 
The numbers were as follows: : 


For the motion, ° ; , . 193 
Against, , 234 
Majority for ministers, . ‘ ~ +41 


This triumph was owing altogether to the brilliant 
speech with which M. Guizot wound up the debate, 
and counteracted the combined attacks of Messrs. 
Dufaur, Passy, and Lamartine. M. Guizot has add- 
ed immensely to his reputation as an orator and 
statesman by his speech, and his position as chief 
minister of the crown, seems now by common con: 
sent assured to him for a long period. 

The opposition calculated on a majority, and even 
the ministerial ranks admitted the certainty of a de- 
feat, and such would have been the result of any 
other man, but M. Guizot had the management of the 
chambers; and he contrived so to work on the fears 
of the moderate conservatives, and to infuse vigor 
into the minds of his friends, that he changed the 
whole temper of the house, and secured a substan- 
tial majority. 

EAST INDIES. 

Canton. By the arrival of the ship Venice, a! 
New York, advices have been received from Cat- 
ton tothe 18th November.* The Canton Press of the 
25th says: “Every thing remains quiet at Canton, 
Ningpo, Chinha, and Chusan.” The following let- 
ter, however, will give the best information of the 
present aspect of affairs in that quarter: 

Macao, November 18, 1841. 

Since my last of the 17th of October our col- 
mercial affairs have not undergone any change !or 
the better. The last news from the north confirms 
the anticipations which were entertained of the 
movements of the English in that quarter. And at the 
latest dates no overtures had been made to the plenr 
potentiary from either the imperial or provincial g& 
vernments, and it is now a matter of speculatio? 





what course the emperor wil! pursue. 
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The British forces in the north are divided be- 
tween Amoy, Chusan, Ningpo, and Chinha: they have 
not 500 men for each, and cannot pursue their de- 

redations further, without abandoning their pre- 
sent conquests, or receiving large reinforcements. 
Notwithstanding the official notifications of the 
plenipotentiary of an immediate resumption of hos- 
tilities in the province in the event of any warlike 
preparations being made, the Chinese are again ac- 
tively engaged in preparing for defence. Large for- 
tifications of granite are being built on the banks of 
the river below Canton, and where a frigate could 
pass last spring, an artificial bar of stone has been 
constructed, at an immense expense, which effectual- 
ly er the navigation except for boats of light 
draught. 

Po heavy guns and large quantities of muskets 
have been.imported within six mouths, and sold to 
them at high prices, and the truce which was agreed 
upon violated in several points; but there seems no 
reason for supposing that the Mandarins have any 
intention of commencing offensive operations. 


It is believed by many that sir Henry Pottinger 
will be down here in December; and as he stands 
ledged to resume hostilities if he comes, there is 
ut little doubt another attack on Canton will be 
made, and the city occupied by the British forces. 


The Hong merchants, who paid six millions ran- 
som money for the city last May, and who, by order 
of the emperor, are required to refund the remain- 
ing four which were paid by government, were call- 
ed upon ten days ago to contribute a million of taels 
towards paying for the defences now in progress; 
and, not daring to refuse, $1,000,000 was immedi- 
ately made up and paid. As no reasonable amount 
of wealth can stand the extortion these poor wretch- 
es are subject to, I should not be surprised if within 
a year the whole of them were to fail, except Hon- 
qua, who within six months has suffered to the ex- 
tent of more than $2,000,000, but it is supposed he 
has some 26 or 28 millions left. 


From THE EAstT. The overland mail from India 
arrived at London on the 7th of February. Dates 
from China November 14, Caleuita December 22, 
and Bombay January 1. 

The forces in China were still going on in their 
career of conquest. The expedition sailed from 
Amoy on the Ist of September—retook Chusan, 
without opposition, on the the Ist of November, and 
Ningpo surrendered immediately afterwards. 


Affzhanistan. A succession of disasters has at- 
tended the progress of the Anglo-Indian attempt to 
subjugate the country; almost the whole population 
finally rose up in arms; a new sovereign has been 
proclaimed by the people, in the room of the profli- 
gate and feeble Shah Soojah; and the utmost efforts 
of the Anglo-Indian troops to quell the insurrection 
have proved unavailing. 











NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

BY AND WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE. 
Consuls. 

John F. Mullowny, of Pennsylvania, for the em- 
pire of Morocco. 

Samuel Haight, of New York, for the port of 
Antwerp, in the place of Thomas H. Barker, re- 
signed. 

F. M. Dimond, of Rhode Island, for the port of 
Vera Cruz, in the place of Thomas Poiney resigned. 

John E. Wood, of North Carolina, for the island 
of Martinique. 

Thomas Carlile, of New York, for the port of San 
Francisco, in California. 

William R. Hayes, of Vermont, for the island of 
Barbadoes. 

John B. Williams, of Massachusetts, for the Bay 
of Islands, in New Zealand, in the place of James K. 
Clenden, resigned. 

Thomas H. Blount reappointed collector of the 
customs at Washington, N. Carolina. 

Robert Digges reappointed survéyor of the reve- 
nue at Nanjemoy, Maryland. 

Richard W. Greene to be attorney for the United 
States for the district of Rhode Island, reappointed. 





MR. EVERETT’S PLAN—FISCAL AGENCY. 
House of representatives, March 14, 1842. 
Commitied to the committee of the whole house on the state 
of the union. 

1. The treasurer of the United States to hold his 
office during good behavior, but removable on. the 
address of a two-thirds majority of the housn of re- 
presentatives. 

2. The treasurer to receive, keep and disburse the 
revenue through the agency, without charge to the 
United States. 





3. The treasurer to be the comptroller of the agen- 
cy; all its effects to be held by him in trust; and its 
contracts to be made and enfored in his name, as 
comptroller of the agency. f 

4. The United States, through the treasurer, to 


have a lien on all the effects of the agency, for all its : 


debts due to the United States, 

5. The agency to be based ona capital of 30,000,000 
dollars; one-third to be subscribed by the United States 
in six per cent. government stock, and the residue by 
individuals, in specie, by instalments, within three 
years, to commence operation when one-third is 
paid in. 

6. The agency to be managed by a board of direc- 
tors, one-third appointed by the presideat and senate, 
the residue by the individual stockholders. 

7. The board of directors to establish offices at 
such places as the treasurer shall deem necessary and 
proper, for the receipt, safe-keeping, or disbursement 
of the revenue; and to appoint the managers of such 
offices, and all other necessary agents and servants, 
and fix the rate of their compensation. 

8. The dealings of the agency to be limited— 

I. To the receipt, safe-keeping, and disbursement 
of the revenue. 

II. To the purchase, sale, and receipt on depo- 
site. of bullion and foreign and domestic coins. 

Ill. To the sale of its bills of exchange. 

1V. To the purchase of domestic and inland bills 
of exchange, founded on business transactions, at 
sight, or having not more than ninety days to run, 
payable at any of its offices other than at the one 
where purchased: The maximum rates of discount 
and premiums on bills to be fixed by law. 

9. The agency to be authorized to issue bills of 
circulation for specie deposited, and to twice the 
amount of the specie paid in by the individual stock- 
holders: provided, that the amount of its bills of cir- 
culation shall not exceed twice the amount of its 
specie on hand. 

10. Its bills of circulation, wherever payable, to 
be receivable at all its offices for government debts, 
and for debts due the agency. 

11. Holders of bills of circulation, wherever pay- 
able, to the amount of $1,000, to be entitled to re- 
ceive, at any office where presented, a non-assigna- 
ble certificate, bearing interest at four per cent., 
payable in one year at the office where issued, or, at 
the election of the holder, at any other office at three 

r cent. 

12. All profits over seven per cent, to be passed to 
the credit of the United States. 

13. The treasurer and the stockholders at all times 
to be entitled to the inspection of all the accounts, 
records, books, and papers of the agency. 

14. The board of directors to make monthly state- 
ments of the condition of the agency, to be by him 
annually laid before congress. 

15. The act establishing the agency to be repeala- 
ble at the pleasure of congress; but if repealed 
within twenty years the United States to refund to 
the private stockholders all profits over six per cent. 
on the government stock received by or passed to the 
credit of the United States, or on hand, and to secure 
to them their just share of the effects of the agency. 





THE ARMY. 
General Wool, who has been on a visit of inspec- 
tion to Fort Monroe, and the Rip Raps, arrived in 
town yesterday. [Norfolk Beacon, March 11. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

SpeciaL ELEcTION. It wil} be seen by the annexed 
returns that the hon. Almon H. Read has been elect- 
ed to congress to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of the hon. Davis Dimock, jr. 

Read, 4,480; Kingsbury, 2,595; Hamlin, 212; Hor- 
ton, 163. Read’s majority 1,885.. [ Keystone. 





OHIO. 
EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF PUB- 
LIC WORKS. 

Columbus, January 8, 1842. 

To the honorable general assembly of the state of Ohio: 
The board of public works, in submitting their an- 
nual report have the gratification of stating, that the 
Muskingum improvement, and Walhonding canal, 
are now completed; that there remains to be done 
only one fourth of the aggregate amount of work on 
eleven miles, to complete the Hocking canal; that 
comparatively little remains to be done to complete 
that portion of the extension of the Miami canal, 
now under contract, and which includes the whole 
work, except thirty-three miles of the north end; and 
that, with moderate exertions, the whole of the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal can be completed, and in_readi- 


ness for navigation, as early as the first of July next, 
and in time for early fall business. 

The present condition, and progress of the several 
works, placed in charge of the board, are given in 
detail under the appropriate head of each. 


Onto Cana. The navigation on this canal has 
been steadily pursued, with but the single interrup- 
tion of a few days, near the close of April, oceasion- 
ed by a breach in the bank of the canal, near Roscoe. 
It was opened for navigation, throughout its extent, 
about the 20th of April, and was not closed by ice 
until near the 20th of December.., 

The line of packets, which commenced running the 
first of May, continued to run throughout the season, 
| without. the loss of a single trip. 

Causes, beyond the control of the board, or their 

agents, have produced, for the first time since the 
‘completion of this canal, a decrease, or falling off, 
_in the amount of tolls collected, compared with the 
| previous year. These causesiare, it is believed, easily 
i discovered, and as readily accounted for. 
A partial failure of the wheat crop, especially in 
ithe southern half of the state, may be assigned as 
one of the principal causes. The very. great reduc- 
| tion in the prices of pe lent to the eastern 
, cities, by the way of New Orleans, may be assigned 
as another cause, inducing, as it did the past season, 
the shipping of wheat, flour, pork, ath humerous 
other articles of produce, from Cireleville, Chillico- 
the, and the ports south, by the southern route, in- 
stead of the northern, by the way of Cleveland; in 
which cases, tolls were collected only on from 50 to 
70 miles of the canal, instead of 230 to 270 miles, 
had the northren route been preferred. For the 
same causes, much of the produce of the Muskin- 
gum Valley sought a southern route, and, conse- 
quently, was not transported any distance on the Ohio 
eanal. 

The decreased quantity of New York salt, brought 
into the state, has also had some effect onthe amount 
of tolls coHected. 

The foregoing causes, as well as many others that 
might be enumerated, would have operated more se- 
verely in the reduction of revenue, had not the quar- 
tity of merchandize been very much increased, over 
the previous year. 

The following comparative statement of the ship- 
ments and receipts of merchandize, New York salt, 
and the principal articles of produce, at the termina- 
tions of this canal, are taken from the collector’s re- 
turns, for the last two years; and, are here given, «s a 
more full explanation of the foregoing: 


Cleveland. 
Received— 1840. 1841. 
Bushels of wheat, 2,155,407 1,564,421 
' Barrrels of flour, 505,461 441,425 
“ * pork, 23,017: 29,794 
Shipped— 

Pounds of merchandize, 10,783,514 15,164,747 
Barrels of New York salt, 77,254 59,993 
Portsmouth. 

Reeeived— 

Barrels of flour, 34,134 62,447 
6 “ po’ <, 7,827 25,144 
“ ** New York salt, 12,380 1,440 


WaALHONDING CANAL. This work is now comple- 
ted, and will be in readiness for early spring naviga- 
tion. 

This canal is 25 miles long, extending from the 
Ohio canal, at Roscoe, up the valley of the Wal- 
hondiug river, to the junction of the Vernon and 
Mohican, 193 miles; thence up the valley of the Mo- 
hican, 37 miles, where it enters the pool of a dam 
constructed across the Mohicay; thence there is 
slack water, 14 miles. 

Six miles above Roscoe, the canal crosses from 
the right to the left bank of the Walhonding, in the 
pool of a dam, which affords the means of crossing 
the river, and a supply of water for feeding the ca- 
nal to Roscoe. This. dam is 305 feet long, and 4: 
feet high, above the surface of low water. The foun- 
dation, for about one-half the distance across the 
stream, is solid rock, and the remaining portion is 
composed of successive layers of trees with the tops 
up stream. Three string pieces of square timber, 
are then placed across the stream, bolted securely to 
the rock and tree foundation; and on these are plac- 
ed a continuous course or layer of square timber, se- 
curely bolted to the string pieces, forming an apron 
for the dam; and on this apron, is constructed a crib 
of square timber, twelve feet wide, tied together by 
cross timbers once in ten feet, filled with stone, and 
eovered with four inch plank, forming the breast or 
tumble.of the dam. The ends of the dam are se- 
cured by cribs of timber filled with stone, in lieu of 
stone abutments. At the termination of the canal 
on the Mohican, the dam is 276 feet long, and 4 feet 
7 inches high, above low water, and constructed simi- 
lar tothe one across the Walhonding. This dam 
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affords the means of slackwater navigation, I$ miles 
re ine termination ef thé canal to the village of 
jiochester, and a supply of water fur feeding the 
canal to the point of crossing the Walhonding, 17} 
miles below. The total descent in this canal, is 89 
feet 10 inches, which is overcome by 11 lift locks of 
cut stone masonry. There is also a guard lock near 
the point of introducing the water from the pool of 
each dam, to guard against the influx of water in 
_— of floods, and at such times, to serve as 9 lift 

For the purpose of passing the small streams un- 
der the canal, seventeen cit stone culverts have been 
constructed, besides three wood culverts to serve as 
land drains. There are also, eleven road bridges 
with a ‘wood superstructure of fifty feet span, rest- 
ing on hammer dressed stone abutments. 

>” the construction of the masonry on this canal, 
such improvements have been made, as experience 
in the construction and superintendence of the Ohio 
canal had suggested. 

The immediate valley of the Walhonding, through 
which this canal passes, though generally extensive, 
is bounded in many places, by high, rocky, and pre- 
cipitous bluffs, and from the serpentine course of the 
stream, it became necessary, either to” cross it very 
often, or construct the canal in its bed, where a wash 
bank presented itself. The latter alternative was 
adopted, and five and one-half miles of the towing 
path embankment, have been constructed entirely in 
the bed of the stream, with a protection wall of stone 
on the outside, to guard against abrasion from water 
and ice during floods. 

The other portions of the line, are located along 
alluvial bottom lands, forming a canal of cheap con- 
struction, and one that will be easily kept in repair. 

Subsequently to the commencement of this canal, 
laws have been passed, authorising the board, under 
certain restrictions, to construct branches of this 
work to extend up the valley of the Vernon river, to 
Mount Vernon, in Knox county, a distance of 21 
miles; up the valley of Mohican, to Loudonvill, in 
Richland county, a distance of 23} miles; and up 
the valley of Killbuck, to Millersburg, in Holmes 
county, adistance of 25 miles. 

The Walhonding canal of itself, will not produce 
a large amount of revenue, except from the water 
power, until at Jeast one of these branches is con- 
structed; but it is believed, that when the system, of 
which this canal forms a part, or the main branch, 
shall be completed, it will be a work of very consi- 
derable importance. ~ 

Hocxine canat. Forty-four miles of this canal, 
extending from Carroll, on the Ohio canal, to Mon- 
day creek, four miles below Nelsonville, are com- 
pleted and navigable. Of the remaining eleven 
miles, extending to the town of Athens, the southern 
termination of this canal, three-fourths of the work 
is already performed; several of the sections being 
entirely finished, and others nearly done. 

This canal appears to be raga. constructed, 
as, since the introduction of water, more than a year 
since, not a single breach has occurred on that por- 
tion constructed by the state. 

The work of increasing the width and depth of the 
Lancaster side cut summit having been very much 
retarded, during the winter, by a succession of wet 
weather, it was suspended for the purpose of open- 
ing the canal for spring navigation. On the 10th of 
July the water was again withdrawn from this sum- 
mit, and the remainder of the work completed so as 
to introduce the water for navigation, about the 15th 
of September. 

MuskivcuM IMPROVEMENT. The unfinished con- 
dition in which many of the dams on this improve- 
ment were left at the close of last year, necessarily 
subjected them to damages from the successive 
floodsof the winter and spring. Two of these 
dams were very seriously injured and many of the 
others, more or Jess damaged. 

To repair and complete these dams necessarily 
caused much delay, as the work was of such acha- 
racter that but little could be effectually done until 
the river approached the low water point. Nearly 
all the dams have been more or less repaired; and in 
making these repairs, such additional security has 
been extended to them by increasing the gravelling 
above, and placing ‘brush, stone, and other protec- 
tions below, as the action of the floods indicated as 
necessary. 

This work is now completed, and steamboats of 
the ordinary size, running in the “upper trade,” on 
the Ohio river, by from Marietta to the pool of 
the dam, above Zanesville. 

The improvement of the Muskingum river ex- 
tends from the side cut at Dresden, which connects 
it with the Ohio canal, to Marietta, at the mouth of 
the river, where it connects with the Ohio river. 
The distance from Dresden to Marietta, by way of 
the improvement, is 91 miles. The descent is 125} 
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and with the exception of the lock between Dresden 
and Zanesville, are each 175 feet long in the cham+ 
ber, and 36 feet wide. 

There are on the canals, or side cuts of this im- 
provement, 5 draw bridges and one stationary bridge; 
two at Zanesville; one at Taylorsville; one at Mc- 
Connelsville, and two at Lowell. There has, also, 
been constructed, to facilitate the use of the water, 
11 culverts or sluices; one at Zanesville; two at Tay- 
lorsville; two at McConnelsvills; two at Windsor: one 
at Beverly; one at Lowell, one. at Devol’s, and one 
at Marietta. _ 

Water power has already been leased on this im- 
provement capable of propelling -30 run of stone, 
and which will yield an annual rent of $6,000. Ap- 
plications are at present before the board for an 
equal quantity, to be acted upon durmg the session. 

If this improvement shall be made to stand the 
effects of the floods without serious damages, (which 
the board believe can be effected), it will be a very 
important work, and one that will not only afford 
very great facilities for the transportation of the ex- 
ports and imports of the country adjacent to the 
valley, but incalculable benefits, from the extensive 
water power created by it, which, at no distant day, 
must make this valley one of the most important 
manufacturing districts in the union. 

Mramr canat. This work, which now includes 
that of the Warren county canal, was made ready 
for navigation during the latter part of February. 
The business upon it opened with its ordinary activi- 
ty, and continued until the latter part of July, when 
it became necessary to draw oft the water for the 
purpose of rebuilding a lock and some water guages, 
which had become so much dilapidated as to be un- 
safe. The lock, which was among the first con- 
structed, was built of the free stone, quarried on the 
Ohio river, about one hundred miles from Cincinnati. 
Experience has shown that this material is unfit for 
works intended to be permanent. The lock has 
been rebuiltin a superior style of workmanship, of 
excellent limestone, procured from the quarries near 
Dayton. 
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feet, which is overcome by 11 dams with 12 lift| creek, which completes the canal communication 
locks. “These: locks are brilt of ent stone masonry, | with Manhattan, will not be firished before the mont} 


of July next. It may, therefore, be confidently ex- 
pected that the connexion between the canal anq 
Maumee river will be completed and ready for nayj- 
gation, at Toledo, in the month of April; at Maumee 
city in the month of May; and at Manhattan, not un- 
til the month of July next. 

The water has been let in, and the canal used for 
the purposes of navigation, the past season, from the 
head of the Rapids to Maumee city, a distance of 
eighteen miles; and during the présent month, it js 
expected, the water will be let into the canal from 
Maumee city to the head of the locks at Toledo, an 
additional distance of nine miles. 

From the head of the Rapids to the foot of Flat 
Rock, a distance of twenty-two miles, there are three 
locks and six culverts unfinished. They are in diffe- 
rent stages of progress—some nearly completed, 
others partially so; and it will take until the month 
of July next to prepare this portion of the canal for 
navigation. The reason why the work on this por- 
tion of the canal is not in as forward a state as the 
balance of the line, is on account of the delay in pro- 
curing stone for the masonry. This unavoidable de- 
lay in procuring stone has prevented its completion 
early next spring. 

From the foot of Flat Rock to the Indiana state 
line, a distance of thirty-five miles, the canal can be 
completed for navigation by the first of May next.— 
There is no difficult or important work on this por- 
tion of the line, which will prevent its being used for 
navigation at that time. 


On the six miles of canal adjoining the Indiana 
line, the water was let in last June; and since that 
time, it has, in connexion with the Indiana canal, 
been used for the purposes of navigation, making, at 
this time, thirty-three miles of canal prepared for 
use. 

At the opening of navigation nextspring, and until 
the completion of the whole line in July, the inhabi- 
tants of Indiana can, without much. difficulty, avail 
themselves of that portion of this canal which will be 





in operation, and of that portion of the Maumee river 


Six water guages have also been rebuilt! hetween the head of the Rapids and foot of Flat 


of the same material; and these works may now be| Rock, which is at all times of sufficient depth to float 


considered permanent. 


The pond drains in Butler county, the construction | market. 


a canal boat, to ship their produce to an eastern 
For the purpose of having a sufficient sup- 


of which was authorised by a law of the legislature, | ply of water for the canal, from the state line to De- 
were completed in November last. These drains! fiance, it was a part of the original plan of this im- 


have been constructed, partly by the state, and part- 
ly by the county, in the proportion of one-third by 
the former, and two-thirds by the latter. These 
works will open a large amount of land for cultiva- 
tion, and effect an improvement in the condition of a 


| provement to construct a reservoir. During the last 
_summer, contracts were let for constructing this re- 

servoir of about twenty-five hundred acres in area. 
'-It is located six miles on this side of the state line, 
_and adjoining the canal. The estimated cost of this 


large portion of Butler county, which has hitherto} reservoir was $176,000; but the contracts for con- 
been extremely unhealthy. The total cost of the | structing the same, have been Jet for the sum of 


work, to the state, has been $7,100; which has been 
charged in the account of the Miami canal. 

MIAMI CANAL EXTENSION. All the work upon this 
canal that has been placed under contract, is now so 


nearly completed, that, with the exception of twoor, 


three sections, it might be prepared for navigation as 
early as the first of August next. 

The “extension of the Miami canal” is that part 
of the Miami canal which extends from Dayton to 
its intersection with the Wabash and Erie canal, 
about eight miles west of Defiance. The distance 


from Dayton to the junction, is about 113 miles, ex-| 


clusive of the Sidney feeder, which is fourteen 
miles in Jength. 

That portion of the line extending from the “deep 
cut” to the junction, about thirty-three miles in 
length, is all that now remains to be put under con- 
tract. This section consists of light work, and can 
be constructed very cheaply. There are no very 
heavy orexpensive jobs upon it; and when this shall 
have been completed, the communication between 
the Ohio river, at Cincinnati, and Lake Erie, will be 
perfected ina manner which will have an impor- 
tant bearing upon the interests of the whole west- 
ern portion of the state. 


Wabash anp ErreCanat. This work, since the 
last annual report of the board, has been prosecuted 
with as much industry as the situation and different 
kinds of work in progress would permit. 

Seventy miles of different portions of the line are 
finished, leaving about twenty miles to be completed. 

From Manhattan, the eastern termination of the 
canal, to the head of the Rapids, a distance of thirty- 
one miles, the earth work and culverts are complet- 
ed, and all of the locks on the main line, consisting 
of eight Jift and one guard lock, are nearly so, and 
will be finished at the opening of navigation. 

The two locks on the Toledo side-cat, and five on 
the Maumee side-cut, are also finished, with the ex- 
ception of the gates, which will be completed this 
winter, 

The out-let lock on the Maumee side-cut will be 
finished next May, and the aqueduct across Swan 





| 


$156,000. This work is now progressing, and will 
be completed the ensuing summer. 


With the necessary means provided for completing 
this canal, it may be reasonably expected that its 
whole length may be prepared for navigation in the 
month of July ;next; which will open a canal com- 
munieation, in connexion with the Indiana canal, of 
two hundred and thirty-three miles. 


WESTERN RESERVE AND Maumer roap. That por- 
tion of the road from Perrysburg to Lower Sandus- 
ky, a distance of thirty-one miles, is mostly comple- 
ted. The metal is placed on the road the whole dis- 
tance. with the exception of two miles, which lacks 
the second coat, and which will be completed the 
ensuing spring. Before this portion of the road is 
fully completed, it will require the construction of 
two bridges—one across the Portage river, and_ the 
other across the Sandusky river—which latter bridge 
is in progress of construction; and in order to com- 
plete these bridges, is may require an additional ap- 
propriation of six or eight thousand dollars. 


The whole length of this road, from the western 
line of the Connecticut Western Reserve to the Mau- 
mee river, is forty-five miles. Thirty-one miles lie 
between the Maumee and the Sandusky rivers, and 
fourteen miles between the Sandusky river and the 
eastern termination of the road. 


By the act of March 14th, 1838, this road was 
adopted as one of the public works of the state, and 
the board of public works were directed to cause the 
same to be thoroughly drained and graded, and to 
take all the proper steps to make a firm and durable 
McAdamized road. They were also directed to com- 
mence at the Maumee river, and to proceed thence 
towards the Sandusky river, and constuct a good 
McAdmized road. 

In pursuance of the provisions of the above men- 
tioned act, an estimate of the cost of the construc- 
tion of the road between the Maumee and Sandusky 
rivers, (a distance of thirty-one miles), was made, 
which amounted as above, to $238,000: The work on 
this portion of the road is nearly complete, and will 








—_——— 


be don 
worst | 
east Sit 
and dr 
vered 1 
continu 
Sandus 
sent, th 
Nat! 
road h 
ending 
mer ye: 
racter, 
has bee 
In co 
intende 
May le 
been ad 
posed tf 
improve 
justify : 
Roap 
road. 
year ent 
ing com 
Cinci1 
paid on 
1841, by 
It is v 
pelled t 
quence 
sioners 1 
for the | 
conferre 
to notify 
Miami ; 
take me: 
On th 
by this 
sum nea 
to the « 
insure tl 
about $3 
the wor 
say, that 
state by 
willamo 
work.’ 
mate int 
is the re: 
viction. 
The « 
means, h 
some ott 
completi 
state stoc 
ed upon 
ble, some 
among tt 
the opini 
tion of th 
gress to 
Erie ean: 
and, it is 
perly ma 
complete 
expected 
ble the be 
ble time, 
Sales, by 





| come nee 
F and paya 
' celved in 

' will be di 


Suflicient, 


The bi 
Means sh 
Contract 1 


' COntracto 


nds at 
taken by. 
£otiate th 
by release 
further ne 
how unde 
These 1 
of the les 
Nembers 
cular plan 
ver, that 
Would op 
Ol the sta 
their dutie 
and they, 
Matter to 
Sig: 





ee, 


ication 
month 
tly ex- 
al and 
ir navi- 
laumee 
not un- 


sed for 
om the 
ince of 
th, it is 
al from 
edo, an 


of Flat 
re three 
in diffe- 
apleted, 
> month 
anal for 
his por- 
e as the 
in pro- 
able de- 
npletion 


na state 
] can be 
next.— 
this por- 
used for 


Indiana 
rece that 
a canal, 
aking, at 
vared for 


and until 
2 inhabi- 
ty, avail 
h will be 
nee river 
tof Flat 
h to float 

eastern 
ient sup- 
1e to De- 
f this im- 
xy the last 
r this re- 
; in area. 
tate line, 
st of this 

for con- 
e sum of 
and will 


ympleting 
1 that its 
on in the 
anal com- 
canal, of 


That por- 
r Sandus- 
comple- 
whole dis- 
nich lacks 
nleted the 
e road is 
ruction of 
r, and_the 
tter bridge 
er to com- 
tional ap- 
de 
1e western 
o the Mau- 
> miles lie 
rivers, and 
sr and the 


road was 
state, and 
> cause the 
led, and to 
nd durable 
ed to com- 
sed thence 
ict a good 


bove men- 
» construc- 
1 Sandusky 
was made, 
he work on 
fe, and will 


_ complete both those works. 


37 








ma 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 19, 18482—-SHOE AND LEATHER BUSINESS. 


anal 








be done within the original estimate. Fight miles of 
worst portion of the fourteen miles of the road on the 
east side of the Sandusky river, have been graded 
and drained, and did means permit, should be co- 
yered with stone. No estimates have been made for 
continuing the McAdamizing of this road east of the 
Sandusky river, and it is submitted, whether at pre- 
sent, this work shall be further prosecuted. 

NaTIonaL RoaD. ‘The receipts of tolls upon this 
road have increased considerably during the year 
ending November 15,1841, above those of the for- 
mer year, and the repairs have been of wich a cha- 
racter, a8 render its condition much better than it 
has been for many years previous. 

In compliance with the law, the number of super- 
intendents was reduced to one, on the fifteenth of 
May Jast. Several important improvements have 
been adopted in the system of: repairs, and it is sup- 
posed that the condition of the road will be so much 
improved during the present year, as thereafter to 
justify a considerable reduction of the tolls. 

Roaps AND CANALS. Urbana, Troy and Greenville 
road. There has been paid on this work during the 
year ending November 15, 1841, by T.. G. Bates, act- 
ing commissioner, $12,702 50. 

Cincinnati. and Whitewater canal. There has been 

aid on this eanal during the year ending Nov. 15, 
1841, by T. G. Bates, acting commissioner, $50,000. 

It is with extreme regret, that the board are com- 
pelled to announee to the legislature, that in conse- 
quence of a notice from the board of fund commis- 
sioners to the effect, that funds could not be obtained 
for the prosecution of the work, under the authority 
conferred by the existing laws, it became their duty 
to notify the contractors upon the extension of the 
Miami and the Hocking canals, of the fact, and to 
take measures for arresting the progress of the work. 

On the extension of the Miami canal, as is shown 
by this report, there has already been expended a 
sum nearly equal to $2,000,000. There is now due 
to the contractors, including the money retained to 


* insure the faithful performance of their contracts, 


about $300,000, which must be paid promptly even if 
the work shall be discontinued. It will be safe to 
say, that the damage which will be caused to the 
state by a suspension of only two years’ duration, 


will amount to a sum sufficient to complete the whole |. 


work. The board do not present this as an idJe esti- 
mate intended to deceive or alarm the legislature; it 
is the result of earnest deliberation and honest con- 
viction. 

The difficulty, of procuring money by ordinary 
means, has become so great, that it is presumed that 
some other mode will have to be resorted to for the 
completion of our present works. If the selling of 
state stocks, or the making of temporary loans, bas- 
ed upon anticipated sales, shall be found impractica- 
ble, some other plan should be adopted. There is one 
among the many that have been suggested, which, in 
the opinion of the board, is worthy of the considera- 
tion of the legislature. The lands granted by con- 
gress to aid in the construction of the Wabash and 
Erie canal, may be put in market at a fair valuation, 


i and, it is confidently believed, that if they are pro- 


perly managed, they will produce a sum sufficient to 
But as it isnot to be 
expected that the lands will sell so rapidly as to ena- 


_ ble the board to complete the works within a reasona- 
_ ble time, it will become necessary to anticipate the 


sales, by an issue, from time to time, as it may be- 
come necessary, of bonds or scrip, bearing interest, 
and payable periodically. These-bonds may be re- 
ceived in payment for the lands, and, as the amount 


_ will be limited, it is thought that their credit will be 


Suficient, without making them receivable at the 


: treasury in payment for other state dues. 


The board are also of opinion, that if all other 
means should fail, that part of the line not under 
contract may be let, simply by giving notice that the 


| Contractors will receive their pay in ordinary state 


bonds at par. It is believed that the work would be 
taken by individuals upon fair terms, who would ne- 
gotiate the bonds upon their own account, and there- 
by release the state from the trouble and expense of 
lurther negotiation, except for that part of the work 
low under contract. 
hese matters are presented for the consideration 
of the legislature with the greatest diffidence. The 
Members of the board are not attached to any parti- 
cular plan of operations. They firmly believe, how- 
‘ver, that a suspension of the works at this time, 
Would operate most injuriously to the best interests 
ol the state. They would, however, gladly execute 
their duties in any form the legislature may point out, 
‘nd they, therefore, respectfully submit the whole 
latter to the wisdom of your honorable body. 
Signed WILLIAM RAYEN, 
LEANDER RANSOM, 
TIMOTHY G. BATES, 
RODOLPHUS DICKINSON. 
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The following tabular statement exhibits the amounts re- 


ceived by the collectors on the Ohio and Miami canals, 


for tolls, fires and water rents; the amount paid to col- 


lectors and inspectors for their services, since December 


1, 1826, and the amount paid to engineers and super- 


intendents, and for making repairs since December 1, 
1828, for each year. 





OHIO CANAL. 





























Received forlp.- P'd engineers, 

Paid collec- . 
, lls, fines, superinten- 
Years. oad water) (ors and in- dents, and 
rents. — for repairs.* 

1827 $1,500 00 $700 00 ~- 

1828 4,000 00 900 00 - 

1829 7,000 00, 1,100 00 ~ 

1830 30,493 93, 1,300 00 ~- 

1831 64,864 17. 2,100 00 - 

1832 79,982 48 3,600 00 se 
1833 136,555 70, 4,125 00; $33,741 26 
183 164,488 98 5,325 00) 71,853 49 
1835 | 185,684 48 5,325 00! 75,875 10 
1836 | 211,823 32) 5,650.00) 84,846 81 
1837 993,428 79 7,050 00) 115,688 82 
1838 382,135 96 7,250 00) 192,344 99 
1839 423,599 84 8,200 00; 195,627 13 
1840 452,122 03 8,500 00) 113,002 95 
1841 416,202 63) 19,240 73] 124,263 49, 

MIAMI CANAL. 
Received fuilp.: P°d engineers 
Years, | ls, fines Kall. scfee- euperinten: 
we an water dents, an 

rents. SPFRiors. for repairs. 

1827 ~ - - 

1828 $8,042 70 - val 
1829 20,941 36 $1,200} $10,329 59 
1830 30,082 33 1,200 6,938 05 
1831 36,643 88 1,550 6,605 06 
1832 36,847 47 1,700 9,237 91 
1833 50,470 63 1,975 5,668 83 
1834 50,020 99 2,225 7,940 37 
1835 51,917 00 2,225 16,927 57 
1836 51,116 52 2,225 28,768 77 
1837 62,833 40 2,675 46,556 91 
1838 77,863 09 2,700 32,657 25 
1839 78,601 19 2,500 44,991 19 
1840 70,321 53 2,500 22,553 55 | 
1841 72,612 88 2,672 50,780 55) 

















*Until 1833, when the canal was finished, repairs were 
charged as construction. 


+This amount includes tolls refunded. a 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Repupiation. The Vicksburg Whig of the 22d 
has the following—From the legislative prosnenande 
in another column, it will be seen, that the house of 
representatives on night last solemnly repu- 
diated the Union bank bonds! The time was well 
chosen! Friday is ominous—it-is hangman’s day the 
world over, and Friday night was a fitting time for 
such a deed of infamy and villany. It was well that 
the foul deed was perpetrated under cover of dark- 
ness. Night was the proper time for such a deed of 
outlawry. The light of day would have grown pale, 
and the sun have refused to shine on such a scene of 
unmitigated rascality. [M. O. Com. Bulletin. 


RHODE ISLAND. 

The convention which has been held in Rhode Is- 
land, for the purpose of completing the proposed con- 
stitution provious to submitting it to the final vote of 
the people, adjourned on the 19th February. It will 
be submitted to the people on the 2\st, and 23d 
of March. 

It is intended to take offect (if adopted) on the. 
first Tuesday of May next. All white male citizens 
of the United States may become voters under it by 
residing in the state two years and in the town where 
their vote is offered six months. No persons can 
vote ona question of Resting unless he is taxed 

150. 

’ The general Assembly will hold its session as 
usual. ‘They cannot incur a public debt exceeding 
$50,000 without the consent of the people. The 
house will consist of seventy-seven and the senate 
of nineteen members. The governor is to be. the 
presiding officer of the senate, of which the lieut, go- 
vernor isa member. The senate may also have a 
president protem. + ve 

The judiciary system continues as at present. And 
the judges of the supreme court hold their seats until 
a majority of both houses of the legislature, by a 
joint resolution, declare them vacant. 

[Jour. Com. 
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SHOE AND LEATHER BUSINESS. 

















The convention of those interested in the shoe and 
leather business of the state of Massachusetts assem- 
bled at Boston on March 2. Amasa Walker of Bos- 
ton was chosen president and a business committee 
was appointed, to draft resolutions for their conside- 
ration. The Atlas says: ayn Oy 

Mr. Walker, upon taking the chair, addressed the 
convention in a brief but pertitient speech. His re- 
marks were well timed and appropriate. He refer- 
red, in commencement, to the general object of the 
convention. He stated that its principal purpose was 
to take into consideration the effects of the tariff upon 
the articles of their manufacture, and to inquire into 
the expédiency of applying to congress for relief, and 
what would be the best course to pursue in reference 
to its action upon duties affecting their business.— 
This convention was the first of the kind that had 
ever assembled for the purpose of: consulting upon 
the wants and interests of this the largest manufac- 
ing interest in the largest manufacturing state in the 
union. He congratulated the convention on’ the 
largeness of the numbers already present, as afford- 
ing a most gratifying indication of the interest that 
was at length awakened among those intérested in 
this business. In evidence of the importance of this 
branch of our manufactures to the state, Mr. Walker 
mentioned the fact—a fact received with astonish- 
ment, when first entertained a few years since—that 
no less than 40,000 persons were engaged in the ma- 
nufacture of leather in Massachusetts, more than a 
third of all the manufacturers in the state. The value 
of their products had been ascertained to exceed 
eighteen millions of dollars, of which more than a 
third was pure lador, so that from six to eight mil- 
lions of dollars of actual wealth was derived to the 
state every year from its manufactures of leather. 


Mr. Walker referred, in passing, to the intelli- 
gence, the equality between manufacturerand opera- 
tive, the Jarge proportion of Treeholders among them, 
the comfort, neatness, and general air of respectabili- 
ty which pervaded every shoe making village in New 
England, and other equally i tant . features, 
which combine to render this whole class of manu- 
facturers one of the utmost importance and consid 
ration. 


It was of the greatest importance to the other in- 
terests of ‘Massachusetts, that the manufacture of 
leather should be protected and fostered. It was the 


greatest source of trade that existed, and did more 





to attract hither the southern and western trader 
than any other. 

The existing state of the tariff rendered it necessa- 
ry, as a means Of self-preservation, that they should 
appeal to congress for protection against a ryinous 
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competition with foreign labor. They did not ask 
that a tax should be laid for the benefit of afew. By 
nomeans. They did not ask for any moré duties on 
imports than were necessary for the waits of govern- 
merit. But they did ask that they should be so-laid, 
that, while they supplied the necessary wants of go- 
vernment, they should also protect the American 
shoe maker. has Das 

“Mr. Walker also hope , that as this was the first 
business. convention of the kind ever assembled, it 
would not dissolve without « ering the subject of 
credit, by which all engaged ‘in the business were so 
sensib] "affected. He ‘con¢luded by thanking the 
os ion for the honor they had conferred upon 

im. 

‘Mr. E. Hussey, of Lynn, from the business com- 
mittee, reported the fol! owing resolutions: 

\. Resolved, That if the nations of the earth had 
acted in accordance with the trie interests of man— 
had been moved by the impulses of justice and huma- 
nity—guided by the same wise policy, and governed 
by the same laws—the result would have been a sys- 
tem of free trede throughout the world, as the best 
pr ip of promoting the happiness of the great family 
or man. — ) 

2. Resolved, That whereas Great Britain, the ac- 
knowledged mistress of the .commercial world, has, 
by her selfish restrictive p , diverted commerce 
from its natural channel, and attempted to guide the 
wealth into her own coffers, we are driven, as an act 
of self-preservation, to protect ourselves against that 
system of monopoly which aims a deadly blow, alike, 
at our industry and our independence. 

3. Therefore resolved, That*it is the duty of every 
nation that would render its éxistence permanent, to 
cherish and protect its industry as the only sure 
source of wealth, happiness and independence. 

4. Resolved, ‘That while the productions of Ameri- 
can machinery may successfully compete with the 
productions of any other country, the productions of 
American labor (unless guarded by wholesome legis- 
lation) must fall beneath the shock of European 
competition. = 

5. Resolved, That asthe revenue of the country 
must be raised by impost duties, justice demands that a 
discrimination be-made that shall check the importa- 
ticn of those articles which aim at the overthrow of 
industry, prosperity, and our independence. 

6. Resolved, ‘That as the manufacture of boots, 
shoes. and leather is almost exclusively labor, the 
manufacturers of these articles have a right to claim 
(if not demand) of _gongress that protection which 
shall enable them to perform their relations, both so- 
cial and political, with comfort to themselves and ho- 
nor to.their country. 

7. Resolved, That a specific duty is the only guaran- 
teé against the many frauds and impositions which 
are practised upon the community by varied invoices 
and false valuations. : 

8. Resolved, Thatif congress adheres to the sys- 
tem of horizontal ‘duties, it is absolutely necessary 
that a fixed valuation be, established upon each pair 
of boots and shoes that may be imported, that shall 
produce the same results as a specific duty. 

9. Resolved, That a duty about equal to that which 
existed up to 1835, is alike demanded by the inte- 
rests of the north, south and west; that with a sound 
currency we may check that over cvth gobo which 
is draining our country of specie, and thus destroy- 
ing the basis of our business transactions. 

10.. Resolved, That the interests of the north and 
the. south, the agriculturist and the manufacturer, 
are nearly blended, that that which promotes the 
prosperity of the one must advance the interest of 
the other. 


1l. Therefore, resolved, ‘That the 40,000 shoemak- | 


ers of the old bay state are ready to raise their 
voices to the last, and cast in their all against any 
measure that shall have a tendency to give to the 


| which are just coming on to our coast and its neigh- 


tions consent to receive our own products, on that re- 
ciprocity of trade which we offer them. 

16. Resolved, That we believe it to be the true in- 
terest of ali the producing classes of these United 
States, who wish to possess themselves of the means 
of comfort without dependence on foreign markets, 
to abstain from using any article they can possibly do 
without, especially those which come from Great 
Britain or any other country which does not consent to 
receive the products of these United States, in fair 
exchange for articles imported for the necessary con- 
sumption of the American people. 

Alf the resolutions were discussed and adopted ex- 
cept the 11th, which was modified so as to strike out 
the clauses including the words last and all, and the 
15th and 16th which were rejected. 

A committee was then appointed to attend the na- 
tional tariff convention to be held at New Yorkin 
April next, and the following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed to compose acommittee, to proceed to Wash- 
ington with the memorial: Amasa Walker, of Bos- 
ton; Ebenezer Husey, of Lynn, and Lewis Allen, of 
Danvers. 

The appointment of a person in each of the shoe 
towns of the state to collect statistics, was perform- 
ed by nomination of the convention atlarge. At 20 
‘minutes before 10 o’clock, the convention adjourned 
sine die. 
rN re RE 
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Whilst repeating from time to time our firm per- 
suasions that neither the government nor the people 
of England were disposed to commence an actual 
war with this country for any or all of the objects 
in dispute between the two countries, we have inva- 
riably repeated that the time had arrived when it 
was necessary for our government and the people of 
this country to arm for a strife of a scarce lesss se- 
rious character than actual hostilities—and to guard 
forthwith every avenue in support of our fair shore 
of the TRADE AND commerce of the world, or the 
deliberate measures which the British government 
in conjunction with her capitalists and merchants 
were steadily pursuing and carrying out in every 
possible direction over the whole face of the earth, 
would soon result in a monopoly which would prove 
disastrous beyond measure’to every competitor that 
they may find in their way and most of all ruinous 
to this enterprizing republican people, whom they 
have cause to consider as_ their most formidable ri- 
vals for commerce. As a proof of the extent to 
which the ramifications of their immense scheme 
for monopolizing the transportation of mails and 
| passengers as well as of goods and merchandise, al- 
ready look, we have now before us propositions 
made (and advoeated by some of our own citizens, 
we blush to say) for their line of 14 new steamers, 


boring Archipelago and which are constructed express- 
ly for the contingency of a war with America, and com- 
manded by officers of the royal navy and who of course 
willsoon make themselves acquainted with every 
harbor and sounding of our waters, these steamers 
propose, to carry on the coasting communication for 
us from port to port, convey passengers, and trans- 
| port the mails! 





COLONIAL TRADE. 





monopolist of Europe the profits of our industry, or 
drain.our country of that specie which is the basis 
of our commercial prosperity. 

12. Furthermore, résélved, ‘That we will join with 
our brethren of the other states in any honorable 


measure that'shall have a tendency to secure to us, | 


upon boots, shoes and leather, a rate of duties that 
will enable us to compete with foreign manufac- 
tures, and give to the laborer his just reward. 

13. Resolved, That we believe these U. States, do 
possess, within themselves, all the essentials of national 
supply. 


14. Resolved, That weobelieve it to be the duty of | 


every citizen of these United States, who regards the 
true interests of his country, te encourage our own 
trade and manufactures in preference to foreign pro- 
ducts. 

15. Resolved, That the members of this: convention 





At a meeting of the citizens of Lubec, held for the 
| purpose of adopting resolutions and defraying a peti- 
tion to be forwarded to our representatives in con- 
gress, the following petition and resolutions prepared 
by Jabez Mowry, Joseph Sumner, Andrew Ring, 
John ©, Talbot and S. L. Hovey, were unanimously 
' adopted: 
| 'To the honorable the senate, and the house of repre- 
sentatives of the United States in congress assem- 
bled: 
The undersigned inhabitants of the state of Maine, 
beg leave, respectfully, to call the attention of con- 


intercourse. between her Britannic majesty’s West 
India and N. American colonies, and the U. States. 

By the act of congress of May, 29th, 1830, it was 
provided that whenever the president of the United 
States shall receive satisfactory evidence that the 





gress to the total want of reciprocity in the present 


a 
nee 


colonial ports, the vessels of said states shall be syb- 
ject to no higher duties of tonnage or impost, or 
charges of any other description than would be im- 


| posed on British vessels, or their cargoes arriving in 


said colofiial possessions from the United States— 

that then, in such case, the president may issue his 

preclamation declaring the ports of the United States 

open to British vessels coming from said colonial 

possessions, and their cargo, on the same reciprocal 

terms. 

On the 5th of October, A. D. 1830, the president 

of the U: States having received such satisfactory 

evidence, issued his proclamation, declaring the ports 

of the United States open to British vessels, and that 
the “navigation acts” of 1818, 1820 and 1828, were 

absolutely repealed. 

Your petitioners' are bound to believe that such 

pledges were made, by the British government to the 
president, as satisfied him that the ports of the colo- 
nies would in good faith be opened to vessels of the 

United States.’ But, to this day, those parts have 
not been opened. A part, only, of the colonial ports 
have been opened. ‘Those where return cargoes can 
be obtained for vessels of the United States, still re- 
main closed—while not a creek, river, bay or inlet 
in the United States, is closed to British vessels. Be- 
sides, it is not true that at the colonial free ports, the 
vessels of the United States enjoy the same privileges 
as British vessels. They are subject to inany vexa- 
tions and onerous charges, that are not exacted of 
British vessels, and not being able to obtain return 
cargoes, it is scarcely a privilege to be permitted to 
enter their ports at all. 

By the act of May 29th, 1830, sec. 1. the presi- 
dent is authorised to issue his proclamation repeal- 
ing the acts of 1818, 1820 and 1828, on certain con- 
ditions, viz: where vessels of the United States may 
import into said colonial possessions, from the United 
States any article or articles which could be im- 
ported in British vessels into the said possessions 
from the United States.” Can this be done? So 
far from it, that the whole class of foreign goods 
are prohibited in American, and allowed in British 
vessels. 

The trade in plaster of paris, is of vast impor- 
tance to the United States. Maine, with scarcely a 
thirtieth part of the population, owns one-eighth of the 
tonnage of the United States. To her, this trade, is 
of great value. The plaster is dug from the earth in 
the provinces; and nearly 200,000 tons annually ex- 
ported into the United States, giving employment to 
a vast amount of tonnage that was heretofore mostly 
enjoyed by our vessels; but is now for the most part, 
and will soon be wholly, monopolized by British ves- 
sels. Plaster, with the exception of a small quantity 
brought by land to the wharves in Windsor, is taken 
by British vessels from the quarries, and carried di- 
rectly tothe United States. ‘To these quarries, our 
vessels are not admitted. The same may be said of 
the grindstone trade. 

Time can never sanction wrong. The opening of 
the ports of the United States was obtained by fraud, 
by a promise of reciprocity from Great Britain, 
which she has not granted, and never will grant. 
Her encroachments will continue as long as our en- 
durance. We pray therefore, that this subject may 
receive the immediate action of congress—that the 
effect of the proclamation of 1830 be done away, and 
the ‘“‘navigation acts” of 1818, 1820 and 1828, be re- 
vived. 

February, 1842. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


Whereas, The constitution of the United States has 
solemnly secured to the people of these United 
States, “the right at all times peaceably to assemble 
and petition the government for redress of griev- 
ances’’— 

And whereas, The people of the United States are 
at this time suffering under a daily increasing burden 
of grievances, which they consider it the duty, and 
in the power of congress, in a great measure to al- 
leviate, among which grievances may be enumerated, 
the military occupation of our territory by a foreign 
nation—the unsettlement of our north eastern boun- 
dary line, once fairly agreed upon, and marked out 
by the eternal highlands—a reciprocity of trade with 
the British colonies, which is no reciprocity, but 
which opens all American ports to British naviga- 
tion, and virtually excludes all American vessels 
from British ports; which builds up and enriches 2 
foreign power within sight of us, and makes a grea- 
ter distinction in appearance, business and wealth, 
between the colonies and the states immediately bor- 
dering on-them, than was ever intended by the God 
of nature, when he gave to each the same natural 
facilities. A bankrupt treasury and no currency, 200 
many other matters deeply affecting the interests o! 


do practically manifest the'sincerity of their zeal for | government.of Great Britain will open.the ports of | our country, well known to your honorable body, 


Anieri¢an manufactures, by resolving to wear nothing | her North American colonies to the vessels. of the 
but the products of American industry, until other na- , United States.gn such terms, that on entering, said 


and which by petition atid otherwise have been fre- 








quently urged upon your consideration— 
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Therefore resolved, That we consider it, our duty, 
and the duty of the people generally, earnestly, de- 
cidedly, and respectfully to urge upon their. repre- 
sentatives in congress the necessity of their comply- 
ing with the advice given by Jefferson in his account 
of the congress of 1783, of ‘‘their laying their shoul- 
ders to the great points, knowing that ittle ones will 
follow of themselves.” 

Resolved, That we consider our presen arrange- 
ment with.Great Britain, in regard..to: the colonial 
trade, as wholly destitute of reciprocity, highly in- 
jurious to our whole country, and one which tends 
1o build, up, the British colonies at the expense of our 
own industry, and, that we will petition congress to 
do away with said arrangement. 

Resolved, That we hereby call. upon the people of 
our whole country to unite with us and by petition, 
memorials or in whatever manner may seem best, to 
call the immediate attention of congress to, the trans- 
action of the important business Which the constitu- 
tion implicitly and the people directly require of 
them. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the chairman and secretary and published 
in the Eastport Sentinel, Portland Advertiser, East- 
ern Argus and Kennebec Journal. 

JOSEPH SUMNER, chairman. 

C. L. Rina, secretary. 


EFFECT OF “FREE TRADE” ON OUR CITY. 

The reduction of the duties on foreign iron has 
already produced a disastrous effect upon the Ame- 
rican iron manufacture. From seventy to eighty 
hands have recently been discharged from the Troy 
Iron and Nail works in this city, and the whole 
works wiil be suspended in June next should the final 
reduction of duties under the compromise act then 
be suffered to take place. The total amount of dis- 
bursements at the Troy Iron and Nail works is, in 
prosperous times, at least $500,006 per annum. A 
large portion of which goes into the pockets of the 
laboring man, the farmer, the sailor, the teamster, 
and other members of the industrial classes. On the 
same stream with the Troy works are those of the 
Albany Co. whose annual disbursements are also 
very large. ‘Thesame cause which affects the Troy 
Co. will also affect them, and then we shall have in 
the course of three months, unless congress. take 
speedy measures to prevent it, more than eight hun- 
dred of the inhabitants of one ward of our city to- 
tally destitute of employment! Nor is this all. Many 
of the farmers in the vicinity of the iron works, de- 
rive their whole support from the market afforded 
there for their products. They also will be serious- 
ly injured by their suspension, Several vessels and 
many Sailors are now also constantly employed in 
transporting coal, iron and other articles to and from 
the works. And they too will be deprived of their 
present means of support. Thus by the discontinu- 
ance of the operations of two manufacturing estab- 
lishments in this city, more probably than. one thou- 
sand persons, resident in this county, will be depriv- 
ed of their livelihood, besides hundreds of others in 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and the North- 
ern section of our own state. 

And if this disastrous effect will be produced by 
the suspension of two establishments only, what 
will be the condition of our city, when nearly every 


other manufacturing establishment within its limits. 


as well as those in its vicinity, shall be obliged to 
suspend also? And that such will be the effeet of 
the reduction of duties under the compromise act, 
who ean doubt? [Troy Whig. 











SPEECH OF MR. CLAY 








UPON HIS RESOLUTIONS CONCERING THE 
TARIFF AND OTHER GREAT OBJECTS 
OF PUBLIC POLITY. 

IN SENATE—-MARCH ]. 

The resolutions having been read— 

Mr. Cray rose and addressed the senate nearly as 
follows: Mr. President: The resolutions which have 
Just been read, and which are to form the subject of 
the present discussion, are of the greatest impor- 
lance, involving interests of the highest character, 
and a system of policy which, in my opinion, lies at 
the bottom of any restoration of the prosperity of 
the country. In discussing them, I would address 
myself to you in the language of plainness, of sober- 
ness, and truth. I did not come here as if I were en- 
tering a garden full of flowers and of the richest 
shrubbery, to cul] the tea-roses, the japonicas, ‘the 
Jasmines and woodbines, and weave them into a gar- 
land of the gayest colors, that by the beauty of their 
assortment and by their fragrance | may gratify fair 
ladies. Nor is it my wish—it is far, far from my 
Wish—to revive any subjects of a party character, 
or which might be calculated to renew the animosi- 


ties. which unbappily have. hitherto preyailed be- 
tween the two great political parties in the country. 
My course is far different from_ this: it is to speak to 


you of the sad condition of our country—to point 


out not. the remote and original, but the proximate, 
the immediate causes which have produced and are 
likely to continue our distresses, and to suggest a re- 
medy.. If any.one, in or out of the senate, has ima- 
gined it to be my intention, on_ this occasion, to in- 
dulge in any ambitious display of language, to at- 
tenpt any rhetorical flights, or to deal in any other 
figures.than figures of arithmetic, he will find him- 
self greatly disappointed. The farmer, if.he is a 
judicious man, does not begin to plough till he has 

rst laid off his land, and marked it off at proper dis- 
tances by planting stakes by which his ploughmen 
are to be guided in their movements; and the plough- 
man accordingly fixes. his eve upon the stake oppo- 
site to the end of the destined furrow, and then en- 
deavors to reach it by a straight and direct furrow. 
These resolutions are my stakes. 


But, before I proceed to examine them, let me first 
meet and obviate certain objections, which, as 1 un- 
derstand, have been or may be. urged against them 
generally. I learn that itis said:of these resolutions 
that they present only general propositions, and that, 
instead of this, I should at once have introduced sepa- 
rate bills, and entered into detail and shown in what 
manner I propose to accomplish the objects which the 
resolutions propose. Let me here say, in reply, that 
the ancient principles and mode of legislation which 
has ever prevailed from the foundation of this.gov- 
ernment, has been to fix first upon the general prin- 
ciples which are to guide us, and then to carry out 
these principles by detailed legislation. Such has 
ever been the course pursued, not. only in the coun- 
try from which we derive our legislative institutions, 
but in our own. The memorable resolution offered 
in the British house of commons by the celebrated 
Mr. Dunning is no doubt familiar to.the. mind of 
every one—that ‘‘the power of the crown (and it is 
equally true of our own chief magistrate).had in- 
creased, was increasing, and ought to be diminished.” 
When 1 was a member of another legislative body, 
which meets in, the opposite extremity of this capi- 
tol, it was the course, in reference to the great ques- 
tions of internal improvement, and other Jeading 
measures of public policy, to propose specific reso- 
lutions, going to mark out the principles. of action 
which ought to be adopted, and then to carry out 
these principles hy subsequent enactments. Another 
objection is urged, as I understand, against one of 
these resoluiions, which is this:. that by the constitu. 
tion no bill for raising revenue can orignate any 
where but in the house of representatives. It is true 
that we cannot originate such a bill; but, undoubted- 
ly, in contemplating the condition of the public af- 
fairs, and in the right consideration of all questions 
touching the amount of the revenue and the mode in 
which it shall be raised, and involving the great 
questions of expenditure and retrenchment, and how 
far the expenses of the government may safely and 
properly be diminished, it is perfectly legitimate for 
us to deliberate and to act as duty may demand. 
There can be no question but that, during the present 
session of congress, a bill of revenue will be sent to 
us from the other house; and if, when it comes, we 
shall first have gone through with a consideration of 
the general subject, fixing the principles of policy 
proper to be pursued in relation to it, it will greatly 
economrise the time of the senate and proportionably 
save a large amount of the public money. 


ing the resolutions I have had the honor to present, 
than to take them up in the order of their arrangé- 


ment, as I presented them to the senate, after much 
deliberate consideration. 


The first resolution declares— 

“That it is the duty of the general government, 
for conducting its administration, to provide an ade- 
quate revenue within the year to meet the current 
expenses of the year; and that any expedient, either 


Perhaps no better mode can be pursued of discuss-| 


supply the deficit accruing. And, of necessity, this 
policy cast upon the administration succeeding an 
unascertained unliquidated debt, inducing a tempora- 
ry necessity on that administration to have resort to 
the same means of supply, ak 

I do not advert to these facts with any purpose of 
crimination or recrimination. Far from it. For we 
have reached that state of the public affairs when 
the country lies bleeding at évery pore, and when, 
as I earnestly hope and trust, we shall, by common | 
consent, dispense with our party prejudices, and 
agree to look at any measure proposed r the public © 
relief as patriots and statesmen. J] say, then, that 
during the four years of the administration of Mr. 
Van Buren, there was an excess.of expenditure over 
the inéome of the government to.the amount of be- 
tween seven and eight millions of dollars; and [ say 
that it was the duty of that administration, the mo- 
ment they found this deficit to €xist in the revenue, 
to have resorted to the adequate- remedy by laying 
the requisite amount of taxes on the free articles to 
meet and to supply the deficiency. 

I shall say nothing more on the first resolution, be- 
cause I do hope that, whatever the previous practice 
of this government may have been, there is no sena- 
tor here who will hesitate to concur in the truth of 
the general propositions it contains. , 

The next three resolutions all relate to the same 
general subjects—subjects which I consider much 
the most important of any here set forth; and I shall, 
for that reason, consider them together. 

The second resolution asserts— 

“That such. an adequate revenue cannot be obtain- 
ed by duties on foreign imports without adopting a 
higher rate than twenty per cent., as provided for in 
the compromise act, which, at the time of its pas- 
sage, was supposed and assumed as a rate that would 
supply a sufficient revenue for an economical admin- 
istration of the government,” — 

The third resolution concludes— 

“That the rate of duties on foreign imports ought 
to be augmented beyond the rate of twenty per cent. 
so as to produce a nett revenue of twenty-six mil- 
lions. of dollars—twenty-two for the ordinary ‘ex- 
penses of government, two for the payment of the 
existing debt, and two millions as a reserved fund 
for contingencies.” 

The fourth resolution asserts— ~~ 

“That, in the adjustment of a tariff to raise an 
amount of twenty-six millions of revenue, the prin- 
ciples of the compromise act generally should be ad- 
hered to; and that especially a maximum rate of ad 
valorem duties should be established, from which 
there ought to be as little departure as possible.” 

The first question which these resolutions suggest 
is this: what should be the amount of the annual ex- 
penditures of this government? Now, on this point, 
I shall not attempt, what is impossible, to be exact 
and precise in stating what that may be. We-can 
only make an approximation. No mah, in his pri 
vate affairs, can say, or pretends to say, at the be- 
ginning of the year precisely what shall’ be the 
amount of his expenses during the year: that must 
depend on many unforeseen contingencies, which 
cannot with any precision be calculated beforehand: 
all that can be done is to make an approximation to 
what ought to be or what may be the amount.  Be- 
fore I consider that question, allow me ‘to correct, 
here; an assertion made first by the senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun,) and subsequently by 
the senator from Missouri near me, (Mr. Luyn,) and 
I believe by one or two other gentlemen, viz. that 
the whig party, when out of power, asserted that, if 
trusted with the helm, they would administer this gov- 
ernment at an amount of expenditure’not exceeding 
$13,000,000. I hope, if such an assertion wag actu- 
ally made by either or all of these gentleman, that it 
will never be repeated again without resorting to 
proof to sustain it. I know of no sueh position ever 
taken by the whig party, or by any prominent: mem- 
ber of the whig party. Sure I'am that the party 
generally pledged itself to ne such reduction of the 





by loan or treasury notes, to supply, in time of peace, | public expenses—none. : 


a deficiency of revenue, especially during successive | 


years, is unwise, and must lead to pernicious conse- 
quences.” 

{ have heard it asserted that this resolution is but 
atruism. If so, I regret tosay that it is one from 


| which governments too often depart, and from which 


this government especially has departed during the 
last five years. Has an adequate revenue been pro- 
vided within each of those vears to meet the neces- 
sary expenses of those same years? No; far other- 
wise. 

In 1837, at the ealled session, instead of -imposing 
the requisite amount of taxes on the free articles, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the compromise act, 


And I again say that I trast, before such an asser- 
tion is repeated, the proofs will be adduced. For in 
| this case, as in others, that which is -asserted and re- 
| iterated comes at last to be believed. The whig 
| party did promise economy and retrenchment, and [ 

trust will perform their promise. I deny (in no 
| offensive sense) that the whig party ever promised to 
reduce the expenditures of this ahah em to thir- 
teen millions of dollars. No; but this was what 
they said: during the four years of the administra- 
| tion of Mr. Adams the average amount of the public 
| expenditure was but thirteen millions, and you charg 
| ed that administration with outrageous.extravagance, 
and came yourselyes into power on promises to re. 


what was the resort of the administration? T'o trea-! duce the annual expenditure; but, having obtained 


sury notes. And the same expedient of treasury 





power, instead of reducing the public expeuses, you 


; 


notes was ever since adopted, from year to year, to; carried them up to the astonishing amount of near 
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forty millions. But, while the whigs never asserted 
that they would administer the pam eke with 
thirteen millions, our. opponents, our respected op- 
ponents, after having been three years in power, in- 
stead of bringing the expenses below the standard of 
Mr. ‘Adams’s administration, declared that fifteen 
millions was. the amount at which the expenditures 
should be fixed. This was the ground taken by Mr. 
McLane, when he_ was at the head of the treasury. 
I have his report before me; but as the fact, I pre- 
sume, will not be denied, I forbear to read from it. 
He suggests, as the fit amount to be raised by the 
tariff he had prop » the sum of fifteen millions of 
dollars as sufficient to meet the wants of the govern- 


ment, wits ge UPR 

I hope now I have shown that the whig party, be- 
fore they obtained power, never were pledged to 
bring down the public expenses either to thirteen or. 
to fifteen millions. ‘They were , pledged, I admit, to 
retrench unnecessary expenditures, and to make a 
reasonable deduction, whenever it could properly be 
made consistently with the public service: that pro- 
cess, as | understand, is now going on in both houses, 
and J trust the fruits will be seen before the end of 
the present session. 2 

npledged, therefore, as the whig party was, as to 

any specific amount, the question recurs, at what 
sum can the. expenses of the government be now 
fixed? 

i repeat that the.exact amount is difficult to be as- 
certained. I haye stated-it in the resolution I now 


offer at twenty-two millions; and I shall soon show 
how 1 have arrived at the amount. But, before I 
do that, allow me to call the attention of the senate 
to the expenditures of the preceding administration; 
for, in attempting to fix a sum for the future, I know 
of no course but to look baek upon the experience of 
the past, and then to endeavor to deduce from it the 
probable amount of future expenditure. What, then, 
were the expenditures of the four years of the past 


administration? 
In 1837 the amount was $37,265,037 15 
In 1838 it was ; 39,455,438 35 
In 1839 . ‘ 37,614,936. 15 
In 1840 . 28,226,533 81 





Making an aggregate of $142,561,945 46 
Which gives us an average pr. yr. of $35,640,486 38. 

The sum L have proposed is only twenty-two mil- 
lions, which deducted from thirty-five as above, 
leaves a reduction of $13,640,000—being a sum 
greater than the whole average expenditure of the 
extravagant and profligate administration of Mr. 
Adams, which they told us was so enormous that it 
must be reduced by a great ‘‘retrenchment and re- 
form.” 


I am not here going to inquire into the items which 
composed the large expenditures of the four years 
of Mr. Van Buren’s administration. 1 know what 
has been said, and will again be said, on that subject 
—that there were many items of extra expenditure 
which may never oceur again.. Be it so; but do we 
not know that every, administration has its extras, 
and that these may be expected to arise and will and 
must arise under: every administration beneath the 
sun? But take this also. into view in looking at the 
expenses of that administration: that less was ex- 
pended on the natienal defenee—less in the construc- 
tion or repair of fortifications —less for the navy, and 
Jess for other means of repelling a foreign attack, 
than, perhaps, ought to have been expended. At 

resent we are all animated with a common zeal and 
Noternainsition on the subject of defence; all feel the 
necessity of some adequate plan of defence, as well 
upon the ocean as the Jand, and especially of putting 
our navy and our fortifications in a better state to de- 
fend the honor and protect the rights of the nation. 
We feel this necessity, although we all trust that the 
calamity of a war may be averted. This calls for a 
greater amount of money for these purposes than 
was appropriated under Mr. Van Buren’s adminis- 
tration; beside which, in the progress of affairs, un- 
foreseen —— may arise, and do constantly oc- 
cur, calling for other appropriations needed, which 
no man can anticipate.. Every ministry in every go- 
government—every administration of our own govern- 
ment, has its extraordinaries and its contingencies; 
and it is no apology for Mr. Van Buren’s administra- 
tion to say that the cireumstances which occasioned 
its expenditures were extraordinary and peculiar. 
Making all the allowances which its warmest friends 
can ask for the.expenses.of the inglorious war in 
Florida—a contest which has profusely wasted not 
only the resources of the treasury, but the best blood 
of the nation——-maying the amplest allowance for this 
and for all other extras whatever, the sum expended 
by the last administration still remains to be far, far 
beyond what is proposed in these resolutions as sufli- 
cient for the present, and for years tocome. It must, 


‘nution of the national expenditure; and such, if no- 
ho else ‘were done, would redeem the pledge of the 
whig party. 

But let as now consider the subject in another 
light. Thirteen millions was the average annual 
amount of expenditure under Mr. Adams’ adminis- 
tration, which terminated thirteen years ago. I 
should be authorised, therefore, to take the com- 
mencement of his administration in 1825, being a 
period of seventeen years, in making a comparison 
of the progressive increase of the national expendi- 
tures; or, at all events, adding one-half of Mr. 
Adams’ term, to take the. period as running fifteen 

ears back; but I shall not avail myself of this per- 

ectly fair calculation; and I will therefore say, that 
at the end of thirteen years, from the time when the 
expenditures were thirteen millions, I pro that 
they be raised to twenty-two millions. And is this 
an extraordinary increase for such a period, ina coun- 
try of such rapid in¢réase and developement as this 
is? What has occurred daring this lapse of time? The 
army has been doubled, or nearly so; it has increas- 
ed from a little over 6,000 men to 12,000. We have 
built six, eight, or-ten ships of the line, (I do ‘not re- 
collect the precise number); two or three new states 
have been added to the union; and two periodical 
enumerations have been made of the national popu- 
lation; besides which there have been, and yet are to 
be, vast expenditures on works of fortification and 
national defence. Now when we look at the in- 
crease in the number of members in both houses of 
congress, and consider the necessary and inevitable 
progress and growth of the nation, is it, I ask, an extra- 
ordinary thing that at the end of a period of thirteen 
years our expenditures should increase from thirteen 
to twenty-two millions of dollars? If we take the pe- 
riod at.seventeen years, (as we fairly may)» or at but 
fifteen years, the increase of expenses will be found 
not to go beyond the proportional increase of our popu- 
lation withintthe same period. That increase is found 
to be about four per cent annually; and the increase 
of government expenditures, at the rate above stated, 
will not exceed that. This is independent of any 
augmentation of the army or navy, of the addition 
of new states and territories, or the enlargement of 
the numbers in congress. Taking the addition, at 
the end of thirteen years, to be nine millions of dol- 
lars, it will give an annual average increase of about 
$700,000. And I think that the government of no 
people, young, free, and growing as is this nation, 
can, under circumstances like ours, be justly charged 
with rashness, recklessness, or extravagance, if its 
expenses increase vut at the rate of $700,000 per 
annnum. If our posterity, after their numbers shall 
have swelled to one hundred millions, shall find 
that their expenses have augmented in no greater 
ratio than this, they will have no cause of com- 
plaint of the profuseness or extravagance of their go- 
vernment. aig 

But it should be recollected that while I have fixed 
the rate of expenditure at the sum I have mentioned, 
viz: twenty-two millions, this does not preclude 
further reductions, if they shall be found practica- 
ble, after existing abuses have been explored and 
all useless or unnecessary expenditures have been 
lopped off. 


The honorable senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
Catnoun) has favored us, on more occasions than 
one, with an account of the reforms he effected when 
at the head of the war department of this govern- 
ment; and no man, certainly, can be less disposed 
than I am to deprive him of a single feather which 
he thinks he put in his cap by that operation. But 
what does he tell us was his experience in this busi- 
ness of retrenchment? He tells us what we all know 
to be true—what every father, every householder, 
especially finds to be true in his own case—that it is 
much easier to plunge into extravagance than to re- 
duce expenses; and it is pre-eminently true of a na- 
tion. Every nation finds it far easier to rush into an 
extravagant expenditure of the money entrusted to 
its public agents than to bring down the public ex- 
penditures from a profuse and reckless to an econo- 
mica] standard. All useful and salutary reforms must 
be made with care and circumspection. The gen- 
tleman from South Carolina admits that the reforms 
he accomplished took him four years to bring about. 
It was not till after four years of constant exertion 
that he was enabled to. establish a system of just ac- 
countability, and to bring down the expenses of the 
army to that average per man, to which they were 
at length reduced. And now, with all his personal 
knowledge of the difficulties of such a task, was it 
kind in him, was it kind or fair in his associates, to 
taunt us, as they have done, by already asking, ‘‘where 
are the reforms you promised to accomplish when 
you were out_of power?” 

{Mr. Catuoun here rose to explain, and obvery- 





in candor, be conceded that this is a very great dimi- 


ed that what he had again and again said on the 
subject of reforms was no more than this that it 





= 


was time the promised reforms should itis ti eas 
time they should begin; and that was all he now 


j asked.] 


Very well; if that is all he asks, the gentleman 
will not be disappointed. We could not begin at the 
extra session; it could not then reasonably be expect- 
ed of us; for what is the duty of a new administra- 
tion when it first comes into the possession of power? 
Its immediate and pressing care is to carry on the 
government; to become acquainted with the ma- 
chine; to look how it acts in various parts, and to 
take care that it shall not work injuriously to the 
puoi interest. They cannot, at once, look back at 
he past abuses; it is not practicable to do so; it must 
have time to look into the pizeonholes of the various 
bureaux, to find out what fas been done, and what 
is doing. Its first great duty is keep the machine of 

vernment in regular motion. It could not  there- 
ore, be expected that congress would go into a 
thorough process of reform at the extra session. Its 
peculiar object then was to adopt measures of imme- 
diate and indispensable relief to the people and to 
the government. Besides which, the subsequent mis- 
fortunes of the whig party were wel] known. Pre- 
sident Harrison occupied the chair of state but for a 
single month; andthe members of his cabinet left it 
under circumstances which, let me here say, do them 
the highest honor. Ido not enter upon the inquiry 
whether the state of things which they supposed to ex- 
ist did actually exist or not; but, believing it toexist, as 
they did, their resignation presents one of the most sig- 
nal examples of the sacrifice of the honors and emolu- 
ments of high station, at great expense and personal 
inconvenience, and of noble adherence to honor and 
good faith, which the history of any country can 
show. But I may justly claim, not only on behalf of 
the retiring secretaries, but for the whole whig party, 
a stern adherence to principle, in utter disregard of 
the spoils doctrine, and of all those baser motives 
and considerations which address themselves to some 
men with so great a power. I say, then, that the 
late extra session was no time to achieve a great and 
extensive and difficult reform throughout the depart- 
ments of the government: a process like that can be 
attempted only during a regular session of congress; 
and do not gentlemen know that it is now in progress, 
by the faithful hands to which it has here and else- 
where in congress been committed? and that an extra- 
ordinary committee has been raised in this body, in- 
somuch that to effect it the senate has somewhat shot 
from its usual and appropriate orbit by establishing a 
standing committee of retrenchment? If the honor- 
able senator from South Carolina took four years to 
bring down the expenses of the war department, 
when under his own immediate superintendence, I 
may surely, with confidence, make, my appeal to his 
sense of justice and liberality to allow us at least 
two years before he reproaches us with a failure ina 
work so much more extensive. 

1 will now say that, in suggesting the propriety of 
fixing the annual average expenditure of this govern- 
ment at twenty-two millions of dollars, from this 
time and for some years to come, it is not my purpose 
to preclude any further reductions of expense by the 
dismissal of useless officers, the abolition of useless 
institutions, and the reduction of unnecessary or ex- 
travagant expenditures. No man is more desirous 
than I am of seeing this government administered at 
the smallest possible expense consistent with the du- 
ties entrusted to us in the management of our public 
interests both at home and abroad. None will re- 
joice more if it shall be found practicable to reduce 
our expenses to eighteen, to fifteen, or even to thir- 
teen millions. None, I repeat it, will rejoice in such 
a triumph of economy more heartily than l. None, 
none. 

But now allow me to proceed to state by what 
process I have reached the sum of twenty-two mil- 
lions, as proposed in the resolution I have offered. 


The secretary of the treasury has presented to us 
estimates for the current year, independent of per- 
manent expenses of a million and a half, amounting 
to about twenty-four and a half millions, which may 
be stated under the following heads, viz: 

For the civil list, foreign intercourse 

and miscellaneous, $4,000,987 85 

For the war deparment, including all 
11,717,791 27 
8,705,579 83 


branches, 
Naval service, 
$24,424,358 95 
And here let me say a single word in defence of 
the army. The department of war comes to us with 
estimates for the sum of $11,717,792 27; and those 
who look only on the surface of things may suppose 
that this sum is extraordinarily large; but there are 
many items in thatsum. I have before me a state- 
ment going to show that of that sum only four mil- 
lions are asked for the military service proper-—a@ 
sum less than is demanded for the naval service pro- 
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r, and only double the amount at which it stood 
when the honorable gentleman from South Carolina 
left the department. The sum was then about 

000,000; it is now not quite $4,000,000; while, 
during. the same period, the army has been nearly 
doubled, besides the raising of mounted regiments, 
the most expensive for that very reason of any in the 
service. I think that the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina, if he looks into the subject in detail, will find 
that the cost of the army is not at this hour greater, 

er man, than it was when under his own per 
sonal administration. Sol am informed; and that, 
although the pay has been raised a dollar a month, 
which has very largely augmented the expenditure. 

The executive branch of the government has sent 
in estimates amounting, in all, to twenty-four and a 
half millions of dollars, for the service of the current 
year, which, with the million and a half of perma- 
nent expenditure, makes twenty-six millions. How 
much is to be added to that amount for appropriations 
not yet estimated, which may be made during the 
session by congress, to meet honest claims, and for 
other objects of a public nature? I remember one 
item proposed by my friend near me (Mr. Mangum ) 
for a quarter of a million for the building of a steam- 
ship, an item not included in the estimates, but for 
which the senate has already appropriated: besides 
which there are varicus other items which have pass- 
ed or will pass during the present session, When the 
honorable gentleman from New Hampshire was at 
the head of the treasury, he made, in his communica- 
tions to congress, constant complaints of this very 
practice. He well remembers that he was ever com- 
plaining that the expenditures of government were 
swelled far beyond the executive-estimates, by ap- 
propriations made by congress not estimated for by 
the departments. I have calculated that we shall add 
to the twenty-six millions of dollars estimated for 
the executive departments, or permanently required, 
at least one million anda half, which would raise 
the sum for this year to twenty-seven millions and a 
half. 


How then doI propuse to bring this down to twen- 
ty-two millions? I have, I own, some fears that we 
shall not be able to effect it; but I hope that we shall 
so far reduce the estimates and prevent unnecessary 
appropriations that the total expenditures shall not 
exceed that amount. The mode in which I propose 
to reach such a result is this: I suppose we may ef- 
fect a reduction of the civil list to the amount of half 
a million. That general head includes, among other 
things, the expenses of the two houses, and, as I have 
heard, the other house has already introduced a re- 
port which, if adopted, will cut down those expenses 
one hundred thousand dollars, though I think that 
they should be*reduced much more. | estimate, then, 
three and a half millions for the civil list instead of 
four millions; then I estimate nine millions for the 
war department instead of $11,717,000. In a conver- 
sation which I have lately held with the chairman of 
the military committee of this body, he expressed the 
apprehension that it could not be reduced below ten 
millions, but I hope it may be cut down tonine. As 
to the naval service, the estimates of the department 
for that branch of the service amouut to $8,707,500; 
an amount I think far too high, and indeed quite ex- 
travagant. I was greatly astonished at learning the 
amount was so large. Still I know that the navy is 
the favorite of all, and justly: it is the boast of the 
nation, and our great resource and chief dependence 
in the contingency of a war: no man thinks, for a mo- 
ment, of crippling or disabling this right arm of our 
defence. But I have supposed that without injury the 
appropriation asked for might be reduced from 
8,707,500 to $6,500,000. This would put the reduc- 
tion in the naval on a footing with that in the milita- 
ry appropriation, and still leave a greater appropria- 
tion than usual to that department. The reduction 
to six millions and a half is as large as I think will 
be practicable, if we are to provide for proposed ex- 
periments ‘in the application of steam, and are, be- 
sides, to add Jargely to the marine corps. 

How, then, will the total of our expenditures stand? 
We shall have— 

For the civil and diplomatic expenses 


of the government $3,500,000 
For the military service 9,000,000 
For the naval service 6,500,000 
For permanent appropriations 1,500,000 


For appropriations not included in the 
estimates 


two millions more to make provision for the payment 
of the existing national debt, which is, in the event 
of the loan being taken up, seventeen milliions.— 
And then I go on to add two millions more as a re- 
served fund; to meet contingencies: so that, should 
there be a ren nat rise of the expenditures beyond 
twenty-two millions, or any sudden emergency should 
occur which could not be anticipated or calculated 
on, there may be the requisite means in the treasury 
to meet it. Nor has there been a single secretary at 
the head of the treasury since the days of Mr. Galla- 
tin, including the respectable gentleman from New 
Hampshire opposite, (Mr. Woopsury), who has not 
held and expressed the opinion that a reserved fund 
is highly expedient and proper for contingencies.— 
Thus I propose that twenty-two millions shall be ap- 
propriated for ordinary expenses, two millions more 
to provide for the public debt, and other two millions 
a reserved fund to meet contingencies; making in all 
twenty-six millions. 


The next inquiry which presents itself is, how this 
amount ought to be raised? 
estimating the revenue to be derived from foreign 
imports, and either of them presents only ground for 
a conjectural result; but so fluctuating is the course 
of commerce, that every one must see it to be impos- 
sible to estimate, with precision, the exact amount 
of what it will yield. In forming my estimate I have 
taken the amount of exports as presenting the best 
basis of calculation. But here let me add, that at the 
treasury they have taken the imports as the basis; 
and I fam gratified to be able to state that, I under- 
stand, on comparing the results arrived at, although 


ducted. I will here state why it is I have taken the 


thereto fifteen per cent. for profits. The exports are 
one means of making foreign purchases. 
value is ascertained at the ports of exportation, un- 


verpool market. 


for another reason: 


ceeding year. 


interest, &c. on American debt held abroad. 


had}. 


There are two modes of is more competent to its full eluci 


exports as the ground of my calculations, adding | actual amount of the duty paid. 


der the act of 1820, and the returns generally present | that independent of all considerations of 
the same value. The price of cotton, as an example, | !! ; 
at home, is always regulated by the price in the Li-, tion of those infamous frauds which have been the 
It follows, therefore, that by taking | disgrace of our custom house—frauds in which the 
the value of any commodity at the place of its ex-| foreigner, with bis double and triple and quadruple 

ort, you reach its true value: for, if the price rea-| invoices, ready to be produced as circumstances 
ized abroad be sometimes above and sometimes be- ; : 
low that amount, the excess and deficiency will pro-| ¢d—every consideration of national dignity, justice, 
bably neutralize each other. This is the fairest mode | and independence demands the substitution of home 
If in any one year more foreign valuation in the place of foreign. What effect such 
goods shall be purchased than the exportsjof that year| 2 change may have in the augmentation of the re- 
would pay for, a credit is created abroad which 
must be extinguished by the exports of some suc- 


[Mr. Bucuanan here inquired if any deduction had 
been made by Mr. Cray from the exports, to pay the 
Mr..C. 
replied that the senator would presently see that he 


I think the senate will agree with me, in assuming 


will leave a_ balance of 91 millions, which may be 
assumed as the amount of dutiable articles for some 
years to come. 

How, then, out of these 90 or 91 millions of dutia- 
ble goods are we to raise a revenue of 26 millions, 
No man, I presume, will rise here in his place and 
say that we are to rely cither on direct or internal 
taxes. Who has the temerity to meet the waves of 

opular indignation which will flow round and bury 
im, whoever he may be, that should propose, in 
time of peace, to raise a revenue by direct taxation? 
Yet this is the only resource to fly to, save the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands, on which I shall speak 
presenty, and which I canconvince any man is not to 
thought of. You are, therefore, to draw this 
amount of 26 millions from the 91 millions of dutia- 
ble articles imported; and, to reach that sum, at 
what rate per cent. must you go? 

I shall here say nothing, or but a word or.two, on 
the subject of home valuation—a subject which a 
friend has care of, (Mr. wypctae bs than whom none 

ation. He thinks, 
as [ understand, that there can be devised a satisfac- 
tory system of such valuation, and I heartily wish 
him success in the attempt. I will only say that, in 
my opinion, if we raise but ten millions, without 
any reference whatever ta protection, without refe- 
rence to any thing but to mere honesty, however 
small the amount may be, we should ourselves as- 
sess the value of the goods on which we lay the du- 
| rf and not leave the value to be fixed by foreigners. 
| As things now stand, we lay the duty, but foreign- 
|ers fix the value of the goods. Give me but the 





the calculations were made without concert, those of | power of fixing the value of the goods, and | care 
the secretary turn out to be very nearly, if not ex-| little, in comparison, what may be the rate of duty 
actly, the same with those to which I have been con- | YOU Impose. 


It is evident that on the ad valorem 
principle it is the foreigner who virtually fixes the 
It is the foreigner 
who, by fixing that value, virtually legislates for 


Their | us; and that in a case where his interest is directly 


opposed to that of our revenue. I say, therefore, 


t rotection, 
independent of all ends or motives but the preven- 





may require, fixes the value of the merchandise tax- 





venue I am not prepared to say, because I do not 
know the amount: IJ think the rate may be set down 
at from twenty to twenty-five per cent. in addition to 
the foreign value of imports. I do not speak with 
great confidence. If the rate is twenty-five per 
then it would add only five per cent. to the rate of 
twenty per cent. established by the compromise act. 
Of course, if the home be substituted for the foreign 
valuation, the augmentation of duties beyoud twenty 























































































1,500,000 | millions. 


that the exports ‘form a more correct and reliable 
standard of estimation than the imports; however 
that may be, the accidental coincidence between the 
results arrived at in either mode fortifies and proves 
the calculation itself to have been founded in correct 
principles.. Those results, as shown by the secretary 
of the treasury, are now, I believe, in the house; and 
[ regretied that I could not examine them before I 
rose to address the senate. 


I will now show you that the exports from 1836 to 
1841, inclusive, a period of six years, amount to 
$621,004,125, being an average annual amount of 
$103,500,687. That I take as presenting a safe 
ground of calculations for the future. To this I 

ropsse to add fifteen per cent. for profits—in which 
T'do but follow Mr. Ewe, the late secretary, in his 
report at the extra session. It is eae a great 
profit, (I include of course all expenses and charges 
of every kind), and with this addition, the annual 
amount will be $118,958,187, say 119 millions. De- 
ducting, for the interest and principal of the Ameri- 
can debt abroad, ten millions per annum, it will 
leave a nett amount of 109 millions. There can be 
no dispute as to the propriety of such a deduction: 
the debt exists: it must be provided for; and my fear 
is that this amount will prove too small to meet it. 
I think that much more may probably be needed; 
but certainly none can object to the reserve of ten 
We thus get, as I said, a nett balance 
from our annual exports, including profits, of 109 











Making an aggregate of 


effected. 


Well, then, having fixed the amount at twenty-two 
millions for the ordinary current expenses of govern- 


$22,000,000 

To this amount I suppose and hope our expenses 
may he reduced, until, on due investigation, it shall] free from duty? 
be discovered that stil further reductions may be 


millions. 


Of this amount of importation how much is now 
The free goods, including tea and 
coffee, amount to 30 millions; from which amount I 
deduct for tea and coffee, assuming that they will be 
subjected to moderate duties, 12 millions, leaving 
the amount of free articles at 18 millions: deduct 





ment, I have supposed it necessary and proper to add | this from 109 millions, the amount of exports, and it 


per cent. will be less by that home valuation, what- 
ever it may be. Without, however, entering into 
the question of home valuation, and leaving that 
subject to be arranged hereafter, I shall treat the 
subject as if the present system of foreign valua- 
tion is to continue. 

1 then return to the inquiry on an importation 
amounting to ninety-one millions, how much duty 
must be imposed in order to raise a nett revenue of 
twenty-six millions? The question does not admit 
of perfect accuracy; the utmost that can be reached 
is a reasonable approximation. Suppose every one 
of the imported articles to be subject to a duty of 
thirty per cent. then the gross revenue will amount 
to $27,300,000. Deducting the expenses of collec- 
tion, which may be stated at $1,600,000, will give 
$25,700,000, or three hundred thousand dollars less 
than the proposed amount of twenty-six millions. 


But I might as well take this opportunity to ex- 
plain a subject which is not well understood. Ithas 
been supposed, when I propose to fix a rate of ad 
valorem dutyas the maximum to be allowed, that 
my meaning is, that all articles, of every description, 
are to be carried up to that point, and fixed at that 
rate, as ona sort of bed of Procrustes. But that is 
not my idea. No doubt certain articles ought to go 
up tothe maximum—I mean those of prime neces- 
sity belonging to the class of protected articles. 
There are others, such as jewelry and watches, and 
some others of small bulk and great comparative 
vajue, and therefore easily smuggled, and presenting 
a great temptation to the evasion of duty, which 
ought to be Subjected to a less rate. There should, 
therefore, be a discrimination allowed wnder the 
maximum rate according to the exigency of the re- 
spective circumstances of each particular interest 
concerned. Since it will require a duty of thirty 
per cent. on all articles to give the amount of twen- 








ty-five million seven hundred thoysand dollars, and 












































42 NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—-MARCH 19, 1842--MR. CLAY’S SPEECH 


Minis 








ninee some of them will not bear so high a duty as 
thirty per cent. it follows that less than that rate 
will certainly not answer the necessary demands of 
the government, and it may in some particular cases 
require a rate somewhat higher than that in order to 
to raise the proposed sum of twenty-six millions. 
But as the reserved fund of two millions for contin- 
gencies will not require an annual revenue for that 
purpose, should the amount of duties levied be less 
than twenty-six millions, or even between twenty- 
four and twenty-five millions, the reserved fund may 
be made up by accumulation, during successive 
years, and still leave an amount sufficient to meet an 
annual expenditure of twenty-two millions and two 
millions for the publie debt. 

I now approach the consideration of a very im- 
portant branch of the subject in its connexion with 
the compromise act. 

Ishall not here attempt to go again into the histo- 
ry of that act. I will only say that, at the time of 
its passage, it was thought right that the country | 
should make a fair experiment of its effect; and that, 
as the law itself met the approbation of all parts of 
the country, its provisions ought not lightly to be de- 

arted from; that the tend es of the act should 
be observed in good faith; and that, if it be necessa- 
ry to raise the duties higher than twenty per cent., 
we ought to adhere to the principles of the compro- 
mise, then, as far as it should be possible to do. I 
I have been animated, in the propositions I now offer 
to the senate, by the same desire that prompted me, 
whenever the act has been assailed by its opponents, 
to stand by it and defend it. 

But it is necessary now to consider what the prin- 
ciples of the compromise act really are. 

I. The first principle is, that there should be a fix- 
ed rate of ad valorem duty, and discriminations be- 
low it. 

II. That the excess of duty beyond twenty per 
cent. should, by a gradual process, commeucing on 
the 31st December, 1833, be reduced, so that by the 
30th June, 1842, it should be brought down to twen- 
ty per cent. 

II. That, after that day, such duties should be laid 
for the purpose of raising such revenue as might be 
necessary for an economical administration of the 
government; consequently excluding all resort to in- 
ternal taxation, or to the proceeds of the public 
lands. For, contemporaneously with the pendency 
of the compromise act,a bill was pending for the 
distribution of those proceeds. 

IV. That, after the 30th June, 1842, all duties 
should be paid in ready money, to the exclusion of 
all credits. 

V. That, after the same day, the assessment of 
the value of all imports should be made at home and 
not abroad. 

VI. That, after the same day, a list of articles 
specified and enumerated in the act, should be admit- 
ted free of duty, for the benefit of the manufactur- 
ing interest. 

These are the principles, and all the principles, of 
the compromise act. An impression has been taken 
up most erroneously that the rate of duty was never 
to exceed twenty percent. There is no such limi- 
tation in the act. I admit that, at the time of the 
passage of the act, a hope was entertained that a rate 
of duty not exceeding twenty per cent. would supply 
an adequate revenue toan economical administration 
of the government. Then we were threatened with 
that overflow of revenue with which the treasury 
was subsequently inundated; and the difficulty was to 
find articles which should be liberated from duty and 
thrown into the free class. Hence, wines, silks and 
other luxuries were rendered free. Butthe act, and 
no part of the act, when fairly interpreted, limits 
congress to the iron rule of adhering forever, and un- 
der all circumstances, to a fixed and unalterable rate 
of twenty per cent. duty. The first section is in the 
following words: 

‘Be it enacted, §&c. That, from and after the thirty- 
first day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-three, in all cases where duties are im- 
posed on foreign imports by the act of the fourteenth 
day of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
two, entitled ‘an act to alter and amend the several 
acts imposing duties on imports,’ or by any other act, 
shall exceed twenty per centum on the value thereof, 
one-tenth part of such excess shall be deducted; from 
and after the thirty-first day of December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-five, and another tenth 
part thereof shall be deducted; from and after the 
thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-seven, another tenth part thereof shall 
be deducted; from and after the thirty-first day of 
December, one thousand. eight hundred and thirty- 
nine, another tenth part thereof shall be deducted; 
and from and after the thirty-first day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, one half 
of the residue of such excess shall be deducted; and 


shall be deducted.” 

The provision of that section is nothing more.nor 
less than the existing duties should be, by the 30th 
June, 1842, brought down to twenty per cent. What 
then? Were they always to remain at that rate? ‘The 
section does not so declare. Not only is this not ex- 
pected, and was not so understood, but directly the 
reverse is asserted, and was so understood, if the 
exigencies of the treasury required a higher rate to 
provide the revenue necessary to an economical ad- 
ministration of the government. The third section, 
which embodies most of the great principles of the 
act, is in these words: Ton: 

‘Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That until the 
thirteenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two, the duties imposed by existing laws, 
as modified by this act, shall remain and continue to 
be coliectea. And, from and after the day last afore- 
said, all duties upon imports shall be collected in 
ready money; and all credits now allowed by law, in 
the payment of duties, shall be, and hereby are, 
abolished; and such duties shall be laid for the pur- 
pose of raising such revenue as may be necessary to 
an economical administration of the government; and, 
from and after the day last aforesaid, the duties re- 
quired to be paid by law on goods, wares and mer- 
chandise, shall be assessed upon the value thereof at 
the port where the same shall be entered, under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by law.” 

What is the meaning of this language? Can any 
thing be more explicit or less liable to misconcep- 
tion? It contains two obligations. The first is, that 
there shall be an economical administration of the 
government: no waste, no extravagance, no squander- 
ing of the public money. I admit this obligation, in 
its fullest bins: in all its length and breadth, and I 
trust that my friends, with or without my aid, will 
fulfil it, in letter and spirit, with the most perfect 
fulfill. But the second obligation is no. less binding 


laid as may be necessary to raise such revenue as is 
requisite to an economical administration of the go- 
vernment. The source of revenue is defined and 
prescribed—the foreign imports, to the exclusion of 
all other sources. The amount, from the nature of 
things, could not be specified; but whatever it may 
be, be it large or small, allowing us to come below, 
or requiring that we should go beyond twenty per 
cent. that amount is to be raised. 

I contend, therefore, with entire confidence, that 
it is perfectly consistent with the provisions of the 
compromise act to impose duties to any amount what- 
ever, thirty, forty or more per cent. subject to the 
single condition of an economical administration of 
the government. 

What are the other principles of the act? First, 
there is the principle that a fixed ad valorem duty 
shall prevail and be in force at all times. For one, 
Iam willing to abide by that principle. There are 
certain vague notions afloat as to the utility and ne- 
cessity of specific duties and discriminations which I 
am persuaded arise from a want of a right under- 
standing of the subject. We have had the ad valo- 
rem principle practically in force ever since the com- 
promise act was passed; aud there has been no diffi- 
culty in administering the duties of the treasury on 
that principle. 

It was necessary first to ascertain the value of the 
goods, and then to impose the duty upon them; and, 
from the commencement of the act to this day, the 
ad valorem principle has been substantially in opera- 
tion. Compare the difference between specific and 
the ad valorem system of duties, and I maintain that 
the latter is justly entitled to the preference. The one 
principle declares that the duty shal] be paid. uper 
the real value of the article taxed; the specific prin- 
ciple imposes an equal duty on articles greatly une- 
qual in value. Coffee, for example. (and it is an ar- 
ticle which always suggests itself io my thoughts), is 
one of the articles on which « specific duty has been 
levied. Now, it is perfeeily well known that the 
Mocha coffee is worth at least twice as much as the 
coffee of St. Domingo cr Cuba, yet both pay the 
same duty. The tax has no respect to the value, 
but is arbitrarily Jevied on all articles of a specific 
kind alike, however various and unequal may be their 
values. I say that, in theory, and according to every 
sound priuciple of justice, the ad valorem mode of 
taxation is entitled to the preference. There is, I 
admit, one objection to it: as the value of an article 
is a matter subject to opinion, and as opinions will 
ever vary, either honesly or fraudulently, there is 
some difheulty in preventing frauds, But, with the 
home valuation proposed hy my friend from Rhode 
island, (Mr. Simmons), the ad valorem system can be 
adopted with all practicable safety, and will be liable 
to those chances only of fraud which are inevitable 





under any and every system. 


from and after the thirtieth day of June, one thousand| Again: What has been the fact from. the origin 
eight hundred and forty-two, the other half thereof; the government.antil now? The articles from which 


and imperative; and that is, that such duties shall be’ 


eee 





of 
the greatest amount of revenue ha. been drawn, such 
as. woollens, linens, siiks, cottons, worsteds, and a 
few others, have all been taxed on the, ad valorem 
principle, and there has been no difficulty in the ope- 
ration. I believe, upon the whole, that itis the best 
mode, I believe that if we adopt a fixed rate ad va- 
lorem, wherever it can be done, the revenue wall be 
subjected to fewer frauds than the injustice and 
frauds incident to specific duties. One of the most 
pranine sources of the violation of our revenue laws 

as been, as every body knows, the effort to get in 
goods of a finer quality and higher value admitted 
vunder the lower rate of duty, required for those of a 
lower value. The honorable gentlemen from New 
Hampshire (Mr. Woopsury) and the honorable se- 
nator from. N. Y. (Mr. Wrigur) both well know. this. 
But if the duty was laid ad valorem there could be no 
motive for such an effort, and the fraud, in its pre- 
sent form, would have no place. In England, as all 
who have read the able report made by Mr. Hume, 
a Scottish member in the house of commons, must 
perceive, they seem to \be giving up specific duties, 
and the tendency in the public mind appears to be, 
instead of having a variety of specific duties anda 
variety of ad valorem duties, to have one permanent 
fixed rate of duty for all articles. I am willing, I 
repeat, to adhere to this great principle as laid down 
in the compromise act. If there be those who sup- 
pose that, under the specific form of duty, a higher 
degree of protection can be secured than under the 
other mode, I would observe that the actual measure 
of protection does, .not depend upon the form but on 
the amount of the duty which is levied on the foreign 
rival article. 

Assuming that we are to adhere to this principle, 
then every one of the Jeading principles of the same 
act can be adhered to and carried fully out; for I 
again assert that the idea that duties are always to 
remain at precisely twenty per cent. and never to 
vary from that -point, be the exigencies of govern- 
ment what they may, does not belong to the Janguage 
of the act, nor is it required by any one of its provi- 
sions. 

The next resolution I have proposed to the consi- 
deration of the senate is this: 

‘Resolved, That the provision in the act of the ex- 
tra session for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands, requiring the operation of that act to be 
suspended in the contingency of a higher rate of duty 
than twenty per cent. ought to be repealed.” 

Now, according to the calculations I have made, 
the repeal of the clause in question and the recall of 
the proceeds of the sales of public lands from the 
states, even if made, will not dispense with the ne- 
cessity of a great increase in the existing rate of taxa- 
tion. I have shown that a duty of thirty per cent. 
will not be too much to furnish the requisite amount 
of revenue for a just and economical administration 
of the government. And how much of that rate will 
be reduced should you add to the revenue from im- 
ports the million and a half (which was the amount 
realized the last year) derived from sales of the pub- 
lic domain? It will be but the difference between 30 
and about 283. For, since 30 per cent. yields a re- 
venue of twenty-six millions, one per cent. will bring 
about $900,000; and every million of dollars derived 
from lands will reduce your taxation on imports only 
$300,000; if you geta million and a half from the 
lands, it will reduce the taxes only from 30 to 28} 
per cent.; or if you get three millions, as some gen- 
tlemen insist will be the case, then you will save 
taxes in the amount of the difference between 30 per 
cent. and about 27 percent. This will be the whole 
extent of benefit derived from this land fund, which 
some senators have supposed would be so abundant 
as to relieve us from all necessity of additional taxa- 
tion at all. I put it, then, to every senator, no mat- 
ter whether he was opposed to the land bill or not, 
whether he is willing, for the sake of this trifling dif- 
ference, between 30 and 283 per cent. or between 30 
and 27 per cent. to disturb a great momentous and 
perplexing subject of our national policy, which is 
now settled, and thereby show such an example of in- 
stability in legislation as will be exhibited by the fact 
of unsettling so great a question within less hen eight 
months after it had been fixed, on the most mature 
| consideration? If gentlemen can make more out of 
|. the land fund than I have here stated it likely to yield, 
I shall be glad to hear on what ground they rest their 
calculations. I say that all the difference it will pro- 
'duce in the amount of our increased taxation is the 
| difference between 30 and 28} or between 30 and 27 
percent. Will you, I repeat the question, when it 

is absolutely and confessedly necessary that more 
-revenue shall be raised, and the mode in which it 
may be done is fraught with so many and so great 
_ benefits to the country, as [shall presently show, will 
| you disturb a great and vexed national question for 
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the sake of eking out in so trifling a degree the 
amount to be raised? But Jet us look at the subject 
in another view. ‘The resources on which govern- 
ment should depend for paying the public creditor 
and maititaining inviolate the national faith and cre- 
dit, ought to be such as to admit of some certain es- 
timate and caleulation. But what possible reliance 
can be placed on a fund so fluctuating and variable 
as that which is derivable from the sales of the pub- 
lic lands? “We have seen it rise to the extraordinary 
height of twenty-six millions in one year, and in less’ 
than six years afterwards fall down to the low amount | 
of one million and a half! 

The next resolution affirms a proposition which I 
hope will receive the unanimous consent of the se- 
nate. It is as follows: 

“Resolved, That it is the duty of government, at all 
times, but. more especially in a season such as now 
exists, of general embarrassment and pecuniary dis- 
tress, to abolish all useless institutions and offices, to | 
curtail all unnecessary expenses, and to practise rigid 
economy.” 

And the seventh resolution declares— 

“That the contingent expenses of the two houses 
of congress ought to be greatly reduced; and the 
mileage of members of congress ought to be regulat- 
ed and more clearly defined.” 

It has appeared to me that the process of retrench- 
ment of the public expenses and reform of existing | 
abuses ought to begin in an especial manner here, | 
with ourselves, in congress itself, where is found one | 








of the most extravagant of all the branches of the | prompt us to discontinue the relation, national pride 
We should begin at home, and encou- | would. ) | 
rage the work of retrenchment by our own example. | coasts of Europe and of this continent, and find mis- 
I have before me a document which exhibits the | sion after mission which there seems to be no earthly 
gradual progtess in the contingent expenses of the | Utility in retaining. But I forbear. 

two houses of congress from 1820 to 1840, embracing | 


government. 


name a district in whiéh great abuses prevail, and 
the expenditures are four or five times greater than 
they are in any other district throughout the country. 
I hope this whole matter will be thoroughly investi- 
gated and that some necessary restraints will be im- 
posed upon this branch of the publie service. lam 
truly sorry that in a branch of the government 
which, for its purity and uprightness, has ever been 
distinguished, and which so well merits the admiration 
of the whole country, there should have occured so 
discreditable an increase in the expenses of its prac- 
tical administration. 

The next resolution asserts— 

“That the diplomatic relations of the United 
States with foreign powers have been unnecessarily 
extended during the last twelve years, and ought to 
be reduced.” 

I will not dwell long on this subject. I must re- 
mark, however, that since the days of Mr. Adams’ 
administration the number of foreign ministers of the 
first grade has nearly doubled, and that of ministers 
of the second grade has nearly tripled. Why, we 
have ministers abroad who are seeking for the go- 
vernments to which they are accredited, and the go- 
vernments are not to be found! We have ministers 
at Constantinople and Vienna—and for what? We 
have un unreciprocated mission to Naples—and for 
what? There was at the last session an attempt to 
abolish this appointment, but it unfortunately failed. 
One would think that in such a one-sided, unrecipro- 
cated diplomacy, if a regard to economy did not 


In like manner, we might look round the 


On the subject of mileage, I hope there may be an 


a period of twenty years, divided into terms four | effort to equalize it justly, and render it uniform, and 
years apart, and it shows that the amount of the con- | that the same allowance will be made for the same 
tingent fund has advanced from $86,000 which it was | distance travelled, whether by land, by water, or by 
in 1824, to $121,000 in 1828, a rate of increase not ' steam route, or whether the distance be ascertained 
greater than was proper considering the progress of | by horizontal or surface measurement. I think the 
the country; to $165,000 in 1832; to $263,000 in 1836, | former the best mode, hecause it limits us to a.single 
and in 1840 it amounted, under an administration | and simple inquiry, and leaves no open door for abuses. 


which charged that in 1824 with extravagance, to | 
the enormous sum of $384,333! Iam really sorry, | 
for the ‘credit of congress, to be obliged to read a | 
statement exhibiting such shameful, such profligate | 
waste. And allow me here to say, without any in-— 
tention of being unkind to those able and competent | 
officers; the secretary of the senate and the clerk* of | 
the house of representatives, (not the present clerk), | 
that they ought to bear a share of the responsibility | 
for the great and sudden growth of this expenditure. | 
How did it arise? The clerk presents his estimate of | 
the sum that will be necessary, and the committee of | 
ways and means, being busily occupied in matters of | 
greater moment, take it without sufficient examina- 
tion, and insert it at once in the appropriation bill. 
But I insist that it should be cut down to a sum of | 
which members of congress may with some decency 
speak to their constituents. A salutary reform has 
been commenced in the house of representatives, 
which ought to be followed up here. They have al- 
ready stricken $100,000 from the contingent fund for | 
both houses; but they should go much lower. I hope 
there will be another item of retrenchment, in fixing 
a reasonable maximum amount to be allowed for sta- 
tionery furnished to the members of congress. 
this shall be adopted, much will have been done, for 
this is one of the most fruitful sources of congression- 
al extravagance. I am told that the stationery fur- 


If|master general, at a former session, states the as- 


I hope, therefore that we shall adopt it. 
The next resolution of the series reads thus: 
‘Resolved, That the franking priviledge ought to 
be further restricted, the abusive uses of it restrained 
and punished, the postage on letters reduced, the 
mode of estimating distances more clearly defined and 
rescribed, and asmali addition to postage made on 
books! pamphlets and packages transmitted by the 
mail, to be graduated and increased according to their 
respective weights.” 
The franking privilege has been most direfully 
abused. We have already reached a point of abuse, 
not to say corruption, though the government has 
been in operation but about fifty years, which it has 
taken Great Britain centuries to attain. Blank en- 
velopes, [have heard it said, ready franked, have 
been enclosed to individuals at a distance, who 
openly boasted that their correspondence is free of 
charge. The limitation as to weight is now extend- 
ed, I believe, to two ounces. But what of thatif a 
man may send under his frank a thousand of these 
two-ounce packages? The limitation should be to the 
total weight included in any single mail, whether the 
packages be few or many. The report of the post- 


tounding fact, that, of the whole amount transported 
in the mails, ninety-five per cent. goes free of all duty, 
and letters of business and private correspondence 





nished during the 25th congress averages more than 
$100 per head to each member. Can*any man be- 
lieve that any such amount as this can be necessary? 
Is it not an instance of profligate waste and profusion? 

My next resolution is directed to the expenses of 
the judicial department of the government: 

‘*Resolved, That the expenses of the judicial de- 
partment have, of late years, been greatly increased, 
and ought to be diminished.” 

In this department, also, there has been a vast aug- 
mentation of the expenses, and such an one as calls 
for a thorough investigation. The amount of the 
appropriation for the judicial department has sprung 
up from $209,000, which it was in 1824, to $471,000, 
at which it stood for the year 1840. Can any man 
believe that this has all been fairly done? that that 
department actually requires the expenditure every 
year of nearly half a million of doilars? I have no 
doubt that the district judges and the marshals, who 
have great control of the expenditure of the fund, 
and the clerks, ought to be held responsible for this 
enormous increase. Without any intention to in- 
dulge in any invidious distinctions, F think I could 





*It is but justice to those officers to say that the most 
extravagant increase in the contingent expenses of con- 
gress is in the article of pristing, for which they are not 
respousible. 


have to defray the expense of the whole. It is mon- 
'strous, and calls loudly for some provision to equa- 
|lize the charge. ‘The present postage on letters is 
‘enormously high in proportion to the other business 
of the country. If you wil] refuse to carry those 
packages, which are now transmitted by mail, simply 
because, in that mode, they can travel free of cost, 
you will greatly relieve the business interests of the 
country, which now bear nearly the whole burden 


——e 


I come now to the Jast resolution offered; which is 
as follows: 

**Resolved, That the secretaries of state, of the trea- 
sury, of war, and of the navy departments, and the 
postmaster general, be severally directed, as soon as 
practicable, to report what offices‘can be abolished, 
and what retrenchments of public expenditure can be 
made, without public detriment, in the respective 
branches of the public service under their charge.” 
We all know that, if the heads of departments 
will not go to work with us honestly and faithfully, 
in truth and sincerity, congress, thus unaided, can 
effect comparatively but little. I hope they will en- 
ter with us on this good work of retrenchment and 
reform. I shall be the last to express in advance any 
distrust of their upright intentions in this respect. 
The only thing that alarms me is, that two of these 
departments have come to us asking for appropria- 
tions far beyond any that have heretofore been de- 
manded in time of peace, and that with a full know- 
ledge of the fact of an empty treasury. But I still 
hope, when they shall see congress heartily, in ear- 
nest, engaged in retrenching useless expenditure, and 
reducing estimates that cannot be complied with, that 
they will boldly bring out to view all abuses which 
exist in their several spheres of action, and let us 
apply the pruning-knife so as to reduce the national 
expenditure within some proper and reasonable 
amount. At all events, they are, of course, most fa- 
miliar with the details of the subject as it relates to 
their several branches of the administration. Among 
other items there are several uséless mints which 
only operate to waste the public money. A friend, 
occupied in investigating this subject, has told me that 
the mint in N. Orleans has already cost the countr 
half a million of dollars for getting ready to coin but. 
lion not yet dug out of the mine! 

{[Mr. Berrien here spoke across something not 


_heard by the reporter in relation to the mint at Dah- 


lonega, which excited much mirth in the neighboring 
part of the chamber. ] 

While every piece of coin made by these useless 
establishments could just as well be coined by the 
central mint at Philadelphia. 

' And now, having gone through with all the details 
of this series of resolutions, which I thought it my 
duty to notice, allow me, in drawing to a conclusion 
of these remarks, to present some of the advantages 
which it appears to me should urge us to adopt the 
system of financial arrangement contemplated in the 
resolutions, 

And first. The government will, in this way, se- 
cure to itself an adequate amount of revenue, with- 
out being obliged to depend on temporary and disre- 
putable expedients, and thus preserve the public cre- 
dit unsullied—which I deem a great advantage of the 
plan. Credit is of incalculable value, whether to a 
nation or an individual. England, proud England, 
a country with which we may one day again come 
in conflict—though it gives me pleasure to say that I 
cannot perceive at present the least “speck of war” 
in the political horizon—owes her greatness, her vast- 
ness of power, pervading the habitable globe, mainly 
to her strict and uniform attention to the preserva- 
tion of the national credit. 

2. The next thing recommended is retrenchment 
in the national expenditure, and greater economy in 
the administration of the government. And do we 
not owe it to this bleeding country, to ourselves, and 
the unparalleled condition of the time, to exhibit 
to the world a fixed, resolute, and patriotic purpose 
to reduce the public expenditure to an economical 
standard? 


3. Buta much more important advantage than 
either of those I have yet adverted to is to be found 
in the check which the adoption of this plan will im- 
pose on the efflux of the precious metals from this 
country to foreign countries. I shall not now go into 
the cduses by which the country has been brought 
down from the elevated condition of prosperity it 
once enjoyed to its present state of general embar- 





for all the rest. This it is your duty to do. Let us 
throw, at least, a fair portion of the burden on those 
who receive, at present, the whole of the benefit. 
Again. The law is very loose and uncertain as to 
the estimation of distances. Since the introduction 
of steam-travel, the distance travelled has, in many 
cases, been increased, while the time consumed has 


/rassment and distress. [| think that those causes are 
| as distinctly in my understanding and memory as any 
| subjects were ever impressed there; but I have no 
desire to go into a discussion which can only revive 
| the remembrance of unpleasant topics. My purpose, 
| my fixed purpose on this occasion, has been to ap- 
| peal to all gentlemen on all political sides of this 


been shortened. ‘Take, as anillustration, acase near| chamber to come out and make a sacrifice of all 
at hand. The nearest distance from here to Fre-! lesser differences in a patriotic, generous, and gene- 


you go hence to the depot on the Baltimore road, and | 
thence take the train to Frederick, you arrive sooner, 
but the distance is increased to one hundred miles. 
Now, as letters are charged according to the miles 


this more than double charge in consequence of adopt- 


time. 
specific rules. 





travelled, I hold it very wrong to subject a letter to} 


ing a longer route in distanee, though a shorter in: 
Such cases ought to be provided against by | 


derick city, in Maryland, is forty-four miles; but if| ral effort for the relief of their country. I shall not 


open these bleeding wounds which have, in too many 
instances, been inflicted by brothers’ hands—espe- 
cially will I'not do so at this time, and on this occa- 
sion. I shall Jook merely at facts as they are. Ishali 
not ask what have been the remote causes of the de- 
| pression and wretchedness of our once glorious and 
happy country. I will turn my view only on causes 
‘which are proximate, indisputable, and immediately 
| before us. 
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One great, if not sole, cause is to be found in the 
-withdrawal of coin from the country to pay debts ac- 
ecrued or accruing abroad for forsige imports, or 

s of prosperi- 


debts contracted during former peri 
ty, and still hanging over the country. 


ow this 
withdrawal operates in practice is not difficult to be 
understood. The banks of the country, when they 


versal happiness to her oppressed people. 





reduce your revenue to the standard of an economi-| taxes necessary to the public service as to afford in- 

cal government—and once more the fields of South | cidental protection to our own home industry, 
Carolina will smile with beauty—her embarrass- 
ments will yanish—commerce will return to her har-| bitrary maximum of ad valorem duty, we shall not 
bors, labor to her plantations; augmented, prices for | derive that measure of protection which is expected; 
her staples, and contentment and prosperity and uni-| and I admit that there may be certain articles, the 
Well, we| product of the mechanic arts—such, for example, as 


But it is said that, by the adoption of one fixed ar. 


are in a sound state, act upon this coin as the basis|did reduce the tariff, and, after nine years of pro-| shoes, hats and ready made clothing, and sugar, iron 


of their circulation and discounts; the withdrawal of 
it not only obliges the banks to withhold discounts | and of free trade. 


Nine years (from 1824 to 1833,) 


tection, we have had nine years of adescending tariff | and paper—some or all of which may not derive the 


protection which they need under the plan I propose. 


and accommodations, but to draw in what is due|we had the protective policy of a high tariff; and|On that subject] can only say, what I said at the 
from their debtors, at the precise time when they, | nine years (from 1833 to 1842) we have had the full| time of the passage of the compromise act, if some 


sharin 
meet 


depression ensues, and, as is invariably the case 


e calls. Property is then thrown into the 
market to raise means to comply with those demands, | on the residue. 


And what is the condition of South 
Carolina at this day? Has she regained her lost pros- 


when there is a downward tendency in its value, it} perity? has she recovered from the desolation and 
falls below its real-worth. But the foreign demand /|ruin so confidently imputed to the existence of a 
for specie to pay commercial and other public debt | high tariff? I believe if the gentleman from South 


operates directly upon the precious metals them-|Carolina could be interrogated here, and would re-| wil 
selves, which are gathered up by bankers and bro-|spond in candor, unbiassed by the delusions engen-| terests or not; | fear it may not. 


kers and others, obtained from these depositories, 


dered by a favorite but delusive theory, he would 


and thence exported. Thus this foreign demand has | tell us that she has not experienced the promised 


a double operation, one upon the banks, and through 
them u 
coin - o 


n the community, and the other upon the | quence by his fellow citizen. 
the country. Gentlemen, in my humble 
opinion, utterly deceive themselves in attributing to 
the banking institutions all the distresses of the coun-|and the prevalence of free trade? 


prosperity which was dwelt upon with so much elo- 
How is it in regard to 


How do these 


try. Doubtless the erroneous and fraudulent admin- years compare witn the nine years of protection and 


istration of some of them has occasioned much local 
and individual distress. 
ry and limited, whilst the other cause—the continu- 
ed efflux of specie from the country—if not arrested, 
would perpetuate the distress. Could you annihilate 
every bank in the Union, and burn every bank note, 
and substitute in their place a circulation of nothing 
but the precious metals, as long as such a tariff con- 
tinues as now exists, two years would not elapse till 
you would find the imperative necessity of some 
paper medium for conducting the domestic ex- 
changes. 

I announce only an historica] truth when I declare, 
that during and ever since our colonial existence, 
necessity has given rise to the existence of a paper 
circulation of some form in every colony on this con- 
tinent; and there was a perpetual struggle between 
the crown and royal governors on one hand, and the 
colonial legislatures on the other, on this very sub- 
ject of paper money. No; if you had to-morrow a 
circulation consisting of nothing but the precious 
metals, they would leave you as the morning dew 
leaves the fields, and you would be left under the ne- 
cessity of devising a mode to fill the chasm produced 
by their absence. 

I am ready to make one concession to the gentle- 
men on the other side. I admit that, if the circula- 
tion were in coin alone, the thermometer of our 
monetary fluctuations would not rise as high or fall 
as low as when the circulation is of a mixed charac- 
ter, consisting partly of coin and partly of paper. 
But then the fluctuations themselves, within a more 
circumsribed range, would be quite as numerous, and 
they will and must exist so long as such a tariff re- 
mains as forces the precious metals abroad. I again 
repeat the assertion that, could you annihilate to- 
morrow every bank in the country, the very same 
description of embarrassment, if not in the same 
degree, would still be found which now pervades our 
country. 

What, then, is to be done to check this foreign 
drain? We have tried free trade. We have had the 
principles of free trade operating on more than half 
the total amount of our comforts for the greater part 
of nine years past. That will not do, we see. Do 
let me recall to the recollection of the senate the 
period when the protective system was thouglit about 
to be permanently established. What was the great 
argument then urged against its establishment? It 
was this: that, if duties were laid directly for pro- 
tection, then we must resort to direct taxation to 
meet the wants of the government—every body must 
make up their minds to a system of internal taxation. 
Look at the debate in the house of representatives of 
1824, and you will find that that was the point on 


which the great stress was laid. Well, it turned | 


out as the friends of protection told you it would. 
We said that such would not be the effect. True, it 
would diminish importation, as it did; but the aug- 
mented amount of taxes would more then compen- 
sate for the reduced amount of goods. This we told 
you, and we were right. 


igh tariff? Has the price of cotton increased, as 


But this would be tempora-| we were told it would, by the talented South Caro- 


linian? 
years the average price of cotton was from 1824 to 
1833 higher than during the nine years of descend- 
ing tariff and free trade; and at the instant 1 am 
speaking, I understand thatcotton is selling at a lower 
rate than has been realized since the war with 
Great Britain. I know with what tenacity theorists 
adhere to a favorite theory, and search out for ima- 
ginary causes of results before their eyes and deny 
the true. J am not going into the land of abstrac- 
tions and of metaphysics. There are two great, 
leading, incontestable facts, which gentlemen must 
admit: first, that a high tariff did not put down the 
prices of staple commodities; and, second, that a low 
tariff and free trade have not been able to save them 
from depression. These are the facts: let casuists 
and theorists, and the advocates of a one-sided para- 
lytic free trade, in which we turn our sound side to 
the world, and our blighted and paralyzed and dead 
side toward our own people, make of them what 
they can. At the very moment that England is push- 


India, and even contemplating the subsidizing of Af- 
rica, for the supply of her factories with cotton, and 
when the importations from India have swelled from 
200,000 bales to 580,000, we are told that there are 
to be no restrictions on free trade. 

Let me not be misunderstood, and let me entreat 
that I may not be misrepresented. I am not advo- 
cating the revival of a high protective tariff. I am 
for abiding by the principles of the compromise act; 
I am for doing what no southern man of a fair or can- 
did mind has ever yet denied—giving to the country 
a revenue which may provide for the economical 
wants of the government, and at the same time give 
an incidental protection to our home industry. If 
there be here a single gentleman who will deny the 
fairness and propriety of this, I shall be glad to see 
and hear who he is. 

This check on the flow of specie abroad, to pay 
either a commercial or a public debt, will operate by 
the imposition of duties to meet the wants of the go- 
vernment—will keep the precious metals at home to 
a much greater extent than is now possible. I hope 
that we shall learn to Jive within our own means, and 
not remain so dependent as we now are on the mere 
good pleasure and domestic policy of foreign govern- 
ments. We go for revenue—for an amount of reve- 
nue a.!equate to an economical administration of the 
government. We can get such revenue nowhere else 
than from a tariff on importations. No man in his 
\senses will propose a resort to direct or internal 
‘taxes. And this arrangement of the tariff, while it 
answers this end, will at the same time operate as a 
check on the efflux of the precious metals, and retain 


what is necessary for the purposes of exchange and 
circulation. 


The fourth advantage attending the adoption of the 
system proposed will be, that the states will be left 
in the undisturbed possession of the land fund secur- 








the great staple of the south? how stand the prices of|ly adjustment. 
cotton during these nine years of the descending tariff] south may then be set against the iron of the centre 


ing the resources of Asia, cultivating the fields of| the general arrangement. 


in the general stricture, are least able to| operation of free trade on more than a moiety of the | few articles shall not prove to be sufficiently protect- 
whole amount of our imports, and a descending tariff| ed beneath the established maximum rate, 


should 
hope that, in the spirit of harmony and compromise, 
additional duties, above that rate, sufficient to afford 
reasonable protection to those few articles, by gene- 
ral consent, would be imposed. I am not, at present, 
Praperse to say whether the rule I have suggested 

afford adequate protection to these particular in- 
But if the subject 
shall be looked at in the spirit of patriotism, without 
party bias or local influences, it will be found that 
the few articles alluded to are so distributed or are 
of such a nature as to furnish the grounds of a friend- 
The interests of the sugar of the 


and the productions of the mechanic arts, which, al- 
though prevailing everywhere, are most concentrated 
at the north. With respect to these, without refer- 
ence to any general system of protection, they have 


It has happened that during the nine tariff} been at all times protected. And who that has a 


heart, or the sympathies of a man, can say or feel 
that our hatters, tailors and shoemakers, should not 
be protected against the rival productions of other 
countries? Who would say that the shoemaker, who 
makes the shoes of his wife—his own wife, according 
to the proverb, being the last woman in the parish 
that is supplied with hers—shall not be protected?— 
That the tailor, who furnishes him with a new coat, 
or the hatter, that makes him a new hat, to go to 
church, to attend a wedding or christening, or to 
visit his neighbor, shall not be adequately protected? 


Then there js the essential article of iron—that is 
a great central interest. Whether it will require a 
higher degree of protection than it will derive from 
such a system as | have sketched, I have not sufficient 
information to decide; but this I am prepared to say, 
that question will be with the representatives of those 
states which are chiefly interested, and, if their iron 
is not sufficiently protected, they must take the mat- 
ter up and make out their case to be an exception to 
When | speak of the re- 
presentatives of these states, I mean their entire dele- 
gation, without regard to political denominations or 
distinctions. They must look into the matter, and if 
they take it up and bring forward their propositions, 
and make out a clear case of exception to the general 
rule, I shall be an humble follower of their lead, but 
I will not myself take the lead in any such case. If 
these states want certain interests protected, they 
must send delegates here who are prepared to protect 
them. . Such a state cannot reasonably expect sena- 
tors from other states, having no direct, local, or par- 
ticular concern in such interests, to force on her the 
| protection of her own interests against her own will, 
| as that will is officially expressed by her representa- 
tives in congress. . I again say, 1 am ready to follow, 
but I will not lead. 

With me, from the first moment I conceived the 
idea of creating, at home, a protection for the pro- 
duction of whatever is needed to supply the wants of 
man, up to this moment, it has always been purely a 
question of expediency. I never could comprehend 
the constitutional objection which to some gentlemen 
seems so extremely obvious. I could comprehend, 
to be sure, what these gentlemen mean to argue, but 
I never had the least belief in the constitutional ob- 
jection which slept from 1788, (or, rather, which re- 
verses the doctrine of 1780,) till it suddenly waked 
up in 1820. Then, for the first time since the exist- 
/ence of the constitution, was the doctrine advanced 

that we could not legitimately afford any protection 
to our own home industry against foreign and adverse 
industry. Isay that with me it always was a ques- 
ition of expediency only. If the nation does not 
| want protection | certainly never would vote to force 
it upon the nation: but, viewing it as a question of 
expediency wholly, | have not hesitated heretofore, 
on the broad and comprehensive ground of expedi- 
/ency, to give my assent to ali suitable measures pro- 





How has free trade operated on other great inter- | ed to them by the act of the last session, and which | posed with a view to that end. 


ests? I well remember that, ten years ago, one of | was intended to aid them in the embarrassments un-| 
ifted of the sons of South Carolina, (Mr. der which some of them are now laboring. 


the most 


Hayne,) after drawing a most vivid and ‘rightful pic- | 
ture of the condition of the South—of fields aban-| verted, viz: that it will afford, indirectly, 


doned—houses dilapidated—overseers becoming mas- 
ters, and masters overseers-——general stagnation and 


protection 
to the interests of American industry. And the most 


The senate will perceive that I have forborne to go 
| into detail, especially in regard to the urgency of re- 


And the last is that to which I have already ad-' form and retrenchment, with one or two exceptions. 


I have presented to it a system of policy embodied in 
these resolutions containing those great principles in 


_ bitter and persevering opponent to the protective po-' which I believe that the interest, prosperity, and 
approaching ruin—a picture which, I confess, filled 'licy I ever met with, has never denied that it is both Hb Mi 


me with dismay—crie out tous, abolish your tariff— the right and the duty of government so to lay the 


happiness of the country are deeply involved—prin- 
ciples the adoption of which alone can place the 
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finances of the government upon a respectable foot- 
ing, and free us from a condition of servile depend- 
ence on the legislation of foreign nations. I have 
persuaded myself that the system now brought for- 
ward will be met in aspirit of candor and of patriot- 
ism, and in the hope that whatever may have been 
the differences in the senate in days past, we have 
now reached a period in which we forget our preju- 
dices and agree to bury our transient animosities 
deep at the foot of the altar of our common country, 
and come together as an assemblage of friends and 
prothers and compatriots met in common consultation 
to devise the best mode of + addins, Bris public dis- 
tress. It is in thisspirit that I have 

my proposed plan: and | trust in God—invoking as I 
humbly do the aid and blessing of his Providence— 
that the senators, on all sides of the chamber, will 
Jay aside all party feelings, and more especially that 
habitual suspicion to which we are all more or less 
prone, (and from which I profess not to be exempted 
more than other men), that impels us to reject with- 
out examination, and to distrust whatever proceeds 
from a quarter we have been /n the habit of opposing. 
Let us lay aside prejudice: let us look at the distresses 
of our country, and these alone. I trust that in this 
spirit we shall examine these resolutions, and decide 
upon them according to the dictates of our own con- 
sciences, and in a pure and patriotic regard to the 
welfare of our country. 








—————— 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION. 








SENATE. 

Marcu 10. The president of the senate laid be- 
fore the body a communication from the navy de- 
partment, in compliance with a resolution of the 18th 
ultimo, ealling for the number of appointments made 
by that department since 4th March, 1841. 

Also, from the war department, showing the ex- 
penditures of the military establishment for the year 
1841. 

Also, resolutions of the legislature of Wiskonsan, 
asking the extinguishment of the Indian title, and the 
removal of the Indians. 

Mr. Linn introduced, on leave, a bill to indemnify 
Major General Jackson for losses sustained by him 
in the discharge of his official duty. 

This bill having been read a second time by its 
title, Mr. Linn moved its reference to the committee 
on claims. 

Mr. Graham suggested that the appropriate refer- 
ence would be the judiciary committee. 

The question was taken on reference to the com- 
mittee of claims; and the votestood for the reference 
12, against it 16. 

Mr. Linn then yielded the point, and the bill was 
referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the bill to 
amend the act entitled ‘‘an act to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands and to grant 
pre emption rights,” approved September 4, 1841; 
when Mr. Smith, of Indiana, spoke in reply to Mr. 
McRoberts, who yesterday addressed the senate at 
length upon the proposed amendments. Mr. Mc- 
Roberts had attacked the propositions in the land bill 
which Mr. Smith showed by the record were moved 
and sustained, not by the friends of the administra- 
tion, but by its opponents, and having closed, the bill 
was on motion of Mr. Clay, laid on the table. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of the 
special order, being the retrenchment and tariff reso- 
lutions; when Mr. Woodbury, rose and addressed the 
senate at considerable length, affirming part of the 
resolutions, and denying the validity of others; and 

contending that it was first necessary to have alli the 
reports on retrenchment before fixing the sum on 
which the government was to be administered. 

Mr. Simmons rose to reply, but the hour being late 
the subject was postponed. 

And, on motion of Mr. Tallmadge, the senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 

Marcu 11. The president laid before the body a 
communication from the navy department, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the 4th instant, stating 
that a suitable agent had been selected to procure 

American water-rotted hemp for the use of the navy, 
and suggesting further legislation on the subject. 

‘Lhe following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 

Mr. Wright, from the sureties jof Samuel Swart- 
wout, late collector of New York, asking to be al- 
lowed to compromise with the government. 

Mr. Buchanan, from the city and county of Phila- 


rought forward | ed the senate at great length, chiefly in reply to the 


Also, from manufacturers of Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, complaining of the effects of the compromise 
act, and charging the present evils to that act, and 
ae that protection may be extended to home in- 
ustry. 

Also, two other memorials, asking for protection 
on manufactures. 

Mr. Berrien, from the committee onthe judiciary, 
reported a bill to provide for the furnishing of full 
reports of the supreme court. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, being the retrenchment and tariff 
resolutions, &e. when Mr. Simmons rose and address- 


remarks of Messrs. Wright and Woodbury of a pre- 
vious day. In the course of his observations, he al- 
luded to the necessity that existed to protect the 
home industry of the country, maintaining that as that 
was-done, so would the prosperity of the country be 
enhanced, and after some incidental remarks from 
Messrs. Calhoun and Woodbury, the senate went into 
executive session, and, after some time spent therein, 
adjourned to Monday. 


Marcu 14. Mr. Clay presented the following 
memorial from Mrs. Margaret Blennerhassett, the 
widow of Mr. Herman Blennerhassett, who some 
years since lived on an island in the Ohio river bear- 
ing his name, and who was supposed to have been 
connected with the famous enterprise of Col. Burr, 
in 1805 or 1806. This lady, whom he saw with her 
husband in 1805 as they passed through Lexington, 
Kentucky, was at that time the most beautiful and 
accomplished of her sex. She was an Irish lady, 
and, besides her personal merits, had the advantage 
of being connected with the Emmetts of Ireland. 
Her husband was a man of great learning and emi- 
nence, and, from his natural disposition, was wholly 
unfit for the transactions with which he was charged 
in connection with Col. Burr. Mr. Blennerhassett 
and family were broken up and driven from their 
home; and the island, which had been beautified and 
adorned by them, he (Mr. Clay) saw, for the first 
time, in the spring cf 1807, which then exhibited 
some remains of beauty, ornamental grounds, anu 
gravelled walks, shrubbery, and flowers; and the 
house and every thing around it betokened taste and 
elegance, but at the same time bore testimony of di- 
lapidation. It appeared, according to the petition, 
that in consequence of the charge of a connection of 
Blennerhassett with Burr, a military force of from 
50 to 100 men took possession of the island; and it 
was proved by the testimony of Morgan Neville and 
William Robinson, who were young men of good 
character, and whom Col. Burr induced to engage 
in his enterprise, that the soldiery seized all the 
stores which had been laid up for the family, and 
also injured the island to a very great extent. This 
lady, the petitioner, was in extreme indigence, and 
had come from Ireland lately and was now residing 
in the city of New York, where she was supported 
by the charity of her countrymen. She had a son, 
but he was wholly he}pless, and was incapable of 
rendering her any assistance. She had foreborne to 
present this claim because of the prejudice she sup- 
posed to exist against her husband, who died several 
years since in a foreign land. She had now come 
forward and brought her claim, which was founded 
on the depredations committed upon her property on 
the island. For these injuries she was entitled to 
the redress of the government; and the only difficul- 
ty would be as to the amount to which she should be 
indemnified. After the delay which had occurred, 
and the injury inflicted, and taking into view the 
condition of the petitioner, he hoped that his friends | 
who had the charge of claims would take up this 
case, and, at the earliest opportunity, do ample jus- 
tice to this suffering lady. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the proceedings of a large 
and respectable meeting, without distinction of party, 








that a remedy for the existing evils consists, not so 
much in the establishment of a board of exchequer, a 
national bank, an independent treasury, or the com- 
pulsion of specie payments by the banks, as in a judi- 
cious tariff. 

Also, two petitions from Pennsylvania, asking pro- 
tection for the iron interest, and a petition from the 
county of York, in the same state, adverse to the 
compromise act, and praying for a revision of the 
tariff; also, two memorials from the city and county 
of Philadelphia, asking congress to refund the fine 
imposed upon General Jackson in 1815 by the dis- 
trict court of Louisiana. The memorialists observe 
that “the shadows of the grave are fast gathering 
their curtains around him; yet ere they shall hide 
him from the view of the country for which he so 


dalphia, asking government to refund the amount of| genervusly risked all that was dear to him in life, we 


the fine imposed on Major General Jackson. Mr. 
B. said he took great pleasure in presenting the me- 


would most earnestly call on you to remove the stain 
from the bright escutcheon of his glorious fame. 





morial to the body. 


“aad 


ments of the departing patriot, or throw its blight on 
the laurels won by his devoted heroism. Shall the 
venerable head whose locks have been whitened in’ 
the storm that periled his country’s safety, sink into’ 
the cold tomb ere your records declare him innocent 
of spot or stain—whose name, like that of our first. 
political savior, will be held as a talisman to our la 
test posterity? Forbid it, American honor—forbid it, 
American gratitude.” 


Mr. Tallmadge, from citizens of Vermont, asking 
congress to adopt the exchequer plan with such mo- 
difications as they may think proper to make. The 
memorialists represent themselves as belonging to 
both parties which now divide the country, and some 
of them state that they have heretofore voted for a 
national bank, and others that they have advocated 
the independent treasury; and they pray that, asa 
measure of relief to the country, congress will adopt 
i plan recommended by the president of the United 

tates. 

Also, from Chemung county, New York, praying 
congress to take suitable measures for the establish- 
ment either of a high court of nations for the adjust- 
ment of all national disputes without a resort to the 
sword, or that the government will, in all its treaties 
with other nations, secure the insertion of an article 
to accomplish this peaceful object. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, a memorial from Henry 
county, Indiana, remonstrating against the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. Wright, from Onondaga, New York, praying 
congress to pass a law to reduce the per diem of mem- 
bers of congress to five dollars. 

After the transaction of some minor business the 
senate adjourned. 


Marcu 15. A number of reports were presented 
from committees—principally on private claims. 

Mr. Huntington presented four memorials from dif- 
ferent parts of Connecticut, all very numerously and 
respectably signed by persons in all the various occu- 
pations in life, asking that such adjustment of the 


| tariff be made as will secure to all the branches of 


American industry adequate protection. 

The resolution proposed by Mr. Allen on the 17th 
January last, calling upon the secretary of the trea- 
sury for information and his opinion as to the neces- 
sity of recalling to the aid of the treasury the money 
directed under the distribution act to be distributed 
to the states—was taken up, and Mr. A. addressed 
the senate thereon until the special order of the day 
was announced, when the senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the resoiutions proposed by Mr. 
Clay relating to retrenchment, the tariff, &c. 


Mr. Miller rose and delivered his views at very con- 
siderable length in favor of all the leading points of 
the resolutions. 

The following house bills were then read a third 
time and passed: 

The bill to authorise the judge of the district court 
for the eastern district of Pennsylvania to hold a spe- 
cial session, and the bill to enable the U. States courts 
of Pennsylvania to select jurors. 

The bill from the house, entitled ‘‘an act to extend 
the time for selling the lands granted to the Kentucky 
incorporated asylum for the deaf and dumb,” - was 
read by its title, and referred to the committee on 
public lands. 

And the senate adjourned.. 


Marcu 16. After the presentation of some peti- 
tions in favor of protection to the iron interest, and 
one or two reports on private cases, the senate took 
up the bills for the relief of Mary Snow and Thank- 
ful Reynolds and ordered them to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. Calhoun occupied the floor on the retrench- 
ment and tariff resolutions until near four o'clock, 
P. M. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 


held in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, in which they state | executive business, and after some time spent therein 


adjourned. 








— <icemmcnersem 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Taurnspay, Marcu 10. Mr. Fillmore, of N. Y., 
moved that the house be resolved into committee of 
the whole for the purpose of considering-the question 
which has now been pending in the house for five 
weeks past. No opposition was made, and Mr. Briggs, 
of Massachusetts, resumed the chair in committee. 


Mr. Gentry, of Tennessee, was entitled to the floor, 
Mr. G. was in favor of the reforms which had been 
proposed. The whigs were pledged to them, and he 
wished to see themenforced. He thought that if the 
house waited for the action of the executive in these 
matters, they would wait in vain. He was not only 
for talking about abuses, but for having them correct- 
ed. Mr. G. said he was for agony | all of the con- 
tingent expenses stricken from the bill. He would 











Let not its painful remembrance sadden the last mo-| then consent that the bill should pass, and he would 
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then have the contingent expenses referred to the 
committee of the whole, and there debated. 

Mr. Wise said he would consent to have all these 
matters referred to a select committec for investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. Gentry was gratified at this, and was proceed- 
jog to reply to the remarks of Mr. Wise, when the 
ebair called the member from Tennessee to order for 
irrelevancy. 

Mr. Cushing, of Massachusetts, was in fayor of 
bringing the committee to some result in reference to 
the bill under consideration,’ and was not disposed to 
say any thing which would prolong the debate. He 
wished that the house might be brought to a vote 
upon the bill. He wanted a vote. He would com- 
promise with gentlemen, and if they think proper to 
divide the contingencies from the salaries and to 
make two bills of the one under consideration, he had 
no objection. The question under consideration was 
not who were the peculiar friends and peculiar ene- 
mies of the executive, but whether congress would 
or would not execute its trust to the United States.— 
It was complained here that the president had a press 
of which he should be dispossessed, and yet congress 
had its printer and its press and no one thought of 
dispossessing congress of them. 

fr. Giddings concurred with gentlemen that a vast 
saving might be made in these contingencies, and he 
was ready to co-operate heart and hand in this object. 
His object in addressing the committee was to call 
attention to some small items charged in the contin- 
gent expenses of the state department during the last 
congress. Atthe 183d page of the blue book, under 
the head of ‘‘Miscellaneous,” the state department 
had charged to the general fund of government two 
or three times for pay for advertising compensation 
for slaves. He wished to inquire of the chairman of 
the committee of ways and means if he could explain 
this item. 





- 


A motion was now made that the committee rise, | suspended on the last petition day;) and they were 


and the committee rose and reported progress, and 
the house adjourned. 

Fripay Marcu 11. . Mr. Wise asked leave to offer 
the followifig resolution, which was read for infor- 
mation: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to consider and report upon the expe- 
diency and propriety of separating the patronage of the 
government from the private and political press of the 
country, and upon the best and inost efficient and eco- 
nomical mode of effecting that object. 

No objection being made, the resolution was re- 
ceived, and, without division or debate, was adopted. 

O. motion of Mr. Wise, the committee was order- 
ed to consist of five members. 

Mr. Ingersoll introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill to provide for the selection and return of juries. for 
the courts of the United Siates in any of the. states 
where they have not been able to conform the designa- 
tion and empannelling in substance to the local el 
and usages 

And, without debate or division, the resolution 
was adopted. 


The house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Briggs, of 
Massachusetts, in the chair,) on the bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the government for the year 1842. And the follow- 
ing item being under consideration: 

“No. 17. For the contingent expenses of said 
building, including fuel, labor, oil, and repairs, 
$3,350”"— 

The same was, on motion of Mr. Caruthers, and in 
pursuance of notice to that effect given yesterday by 
him in relation to all contingent items, stricken out. 

“Item No. 18. For salary of the secretary of the 
treasury, $6,000,” was passed over without amend- 





Mr. Giddings said that on having his attention | 
drawn to this item, he had called at the state depart- 
ment, and made inquiry about it, where he had been | 
informed that it was for advertisements giving notice | 
to owners of slaves on board the Comet and Encomi- 


ment. « 

“Item No. 19, For compensation to clerks and 
messengers in his office, $20,000.” 

Mr. McKeon moved to amend it by striking out the 
sum of ‘20,000, and inserting “$14,000.” Mr. 4r- 


| presented by a number of members: amongst which 

Mr. Cave Johnson presented five petitions praying the 
suspension of the operation of the bankrupt lay, ang 
offered a resolution instructing the committee on the 
judiciary to report a bill a nding the operation 
thereof until the 4th of March, 1843. 

On this the previous question was called but not 
sustained. It lies over for debate. 

Mr. Turney offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bi}! 
authorising the legislature of Tennessee to sell the lands 
set apart for the use of schools in said state. 

Mr. Sprigg¢ offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘hat the committee on naval affairs be, and 
they are hereby instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of bringing in a bill to allow of advances being made 
from the treasury to sach persons as may contract with 
the navy department to supply the department with wa. 
ter-rotted hemp for naval purposes. 

Mr. Amdrews asked leave to offer a resolution 
granting the use of the hall on Wednesday evening 
to the colonization society. Mr. Snyder objected. 

Mr. Triplett offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 7 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign affairs be, 
and they are hereby required to inquire and report ty 
this honse if Cornelius P. Van Ness, formerly minister 
to Spain from the United States, has or has not received 
a jarger amount of money than he was-entitled to re- 
ceive by law, and what steps, if any, are necessary to 
recover back the money so improperly paid. And that 
the letters of the hon. Richard Hawes of Ist and 30.), 
March, 1841, and the reply of said C. P. Van Ness, be 
referred to the said committee. 

Mr. Habersham, on leaye given, introduced a reso- 
luticn, which was adopted, calling for information 
| relative to the erection of a custom house in the city 
of Savannah, Georgia, authorized in 1820. 
| Mr. Campbell,on leave given, introduced the fol- 
| lowing resolution, which was adopted: 
| Resolved, That the commitiee on elections be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 





um that the compensation for them had been received nold submitted that the question simply was, whether | for uniformity in elections for representatives of congress 


from the British Government at the state department. | 
Mr. G. charged this Seer t as being a viola- 
tion of the fundamental spirit of the constitution it- | 


self, as understood at the time of its adoption by | 


the different states in the formation of this federal 
government. And, for the purpose of making him- 
self understood, it became necessary to look back at 
the circumstances of the different states at the time 
of the formation of the constitution—at how the dif- 
ferent states stood in relation to each other, and what 
were the different views entertained on the subject of 
slavery. He briefly glanced at the measures that had 
then been taken by Massachusetts, New York, Penn- 
sylvania, and Vermont, severally, in relation to the 
emancipation of their slaves. He held that to take 
the funds of the nation to appropriate, in any respect, 
to aid in the recapture of fugitive slaves is unconsti- 
tutional; and he assigned as his reasons that this sub- 
ject was never delegated by the several states to the 

eneral government. The several states of this union 

ad never consented to grant any power to the fede- 
ral government by which it was to maintain, support, 
or abolish slavery in any state—by which it was to 
support it by the appropriation of one dollar. He 
was proceeding to illustrate this position by refer- 
ence to the state of South Carolina, when— 

Mr. Triplett called the gentleman to order. 

Some discussion on points of order and confusion 
ensuing, Mr. G. broughthis remarks to a conclusion; 
he said his object was to perform a duty which had 
been conferred on him by ten thousand citizens of 
the United States, who had sent petitions to him 
sclemnly remonstrating against this violation of their 
rights. His constituents most solemnly protested 
against taxation of this kind. They had sent their 
petitions here against it, and, while this house refus- 
ed to receive them, or to hear their representative, 
he had now discharged his duty to them. He was 
mistaken in the Lex Parliamentaria which governed 
this house. He had supposed that they who were 
solemnly called here under oath to give their votes 
might assign their reasons for the unconstitutionality 
of measures. Inasmuch as he was mistaken in it, 
and, as he had discharged his duty in attempting to 


present the views of the petitioners and his own, pro- | 


testing against this decision, he resumed his seat. 

Mr. Wise now withdrew his amendment, and Mr. 
Caruthers moved to strike out the whole of the 15th 
item and the proviso annexed thereto. 

Mr. Everett moved to reduce the appropriation from 
25,000 to $12,500. Decided affirmatively 68 to 66. 
he motion of Mr. Caruthers was then decided, 87 

yeas to 54 nays. 

So the whole clause appropriating for the contin- 

gent fund of the state department was stricken out. 


we should pay the clerks what was due them. The 
question being taken, Mr. McKeon’s amendment was 
rejected. 

The following items were passed over without 
debate: 
_ “No, 20. For the salary of the first comptroller 
|and the compensation of the clerks and messengers 
‘in his office, $22,600.” 
| “No. 21. For the salary of the second comptroller 
and the compensation of the clerks and messéngers 
in his office, $15,250.” 

The following item being under consideration: 

“No. 22. For the salary of the first auditor and 
the compensation of the clerks and messengers in 
his office, $18,900"— 

Mr. Stanly moved that it be stricken out. 

Debating and discussion thereupon ensued until on 
motion of Mr. Linn, the committee rose and report- 
ed progress, and the house adjourned. 

Saturpay Marca 12. Mr. Fillmore, on leave given 
reported from the committee of ways and means, 
amendments to the loan bill, which (without being 
read) were laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The speaker announced the regular business to be 
the motion to print the report (in part) made on a 
former day from the committee on the judiciary, de- 
claring it inexpedient to amend the bankrupt law so as 
to include associations and corporations issuing notes 
or bills for circulation as money. 

Mr. Roosevelt was entitled to the floor. He was 
understood to express his desire that the arrange- 
‘ment entered into yesterday between the gentleman 





| from Ohio, (Mr. Giddings) and the chairman of the 


‘committee of ways and means (Mr. Fillmore) should 
'be carried out. And, that he might not appear to 
‘act in bad faith as to that arrangement, he would 
icheerfully waive his right to the floor for the morn- 
‘ing hour of this day. 

| Whereupon the house, on motion of Mr. Giddings, 
/and by common consent, passed to the special orders 
‘of the day, being the consideration of private bills. 
After which on motion, the house adjourned. 


Monpay, Marcu 14. Mr. Barnard, from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, reported a bill to provide 
for the selection and return of jurors for the courts 
of the United States where they have not been able 
to conform the designation and empannelling in sub- 
stance to the local laws and usage. 


dozen previous questions and calls of yeas and nays, 
was brought to a final question and passed. 

Mr. Mallory asked leave to make a report from the 
committee on naval affairs. Ohjected to. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in 
the order of the states, (commencing where it was 





This bill after undergoing the usual routine of half | 


by the establishment of the district system throughout 
| the United States. 
Mr. Stuart, of Virginia, presented the proceedings 
of a convention of ironmasters of Virginia, held in 
| Lexington, Virginia, in June, 1841, and the memo- 
| rial of a committee of that body, praying an increase 
of duties on iron imported from foreign countries. 
| Mr. S. moved that the memorial be printed. Mr. 
C. J. Ingersoll asked the yeas and nays, which being 
taken, were: yeas 92, nays 68. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee on the 
pagage to consider the expediency of authorising by 
law a special session of the district court of the eastern 
district of Pennsvlvania. 

Mr. Barnard presented a petition from 33 citizens 
of Williamsburg, King’s county, New York, which, 
he stated, from the appearance of the signatures, he 
‘could not doubt was signed by persons of respecta- 
bility and education. The autographs would com- 
pare favorably with those attached to the declara- 
tion of independence. He was sorry that such sig- 
' natures had been set to the prayer contained in this 
petition. 
| The petitioners set forth, in a very intelligent man- 
ner, a variety of grievances, as wrongs suffered by 
tne north for a long series of years, at the hands of 
this house and of this government, which they spe- 
cify; among them particularly the wrong done by 
the adoption of the rule of the house, and by wuich 
the sacred right of petition has been sacrificed. 


The prayer of the petition is in the alternative: Ist. 
That the wrongs recited by them may be redressed, 
and especially that in regard to the right of petition; 
or, 2d. That congress would take measures for a 
peaceable dissolution of the union. 
|. Mr. B. asked that the petition should be referred 
to a select committee, with instructions to report to 

the house a resolution to the effect that the house 
ought not to consider, except for the purpose of 
| promptly rejecting, any proposition which looks to 
the dissolution of the union of these states, with rea- 
sons therefor. 


Also, to report a resolution to rescind the rule of 
this house which forbids the petitions on certain sub- 
_ jects named therein to be received by the house, oF 
entertained in any way whatever. 

Also, to report to this house what further grievan- 
ces, within the cognizance and power of this house 
\or of congress, in whatever quarter originating, and 
_by whatever motive or interest the same may have 
| been prompted, which have a tendency, ‘‘to alienate 

any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfee- 
ble the sacred ties which now link together the var'!- 
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ous parts,” and. that the committee report what action, } 
sfany, of thts house , is necessary on the 
subje et of any such grievances. 

Mr. Wise raised the question of reception, and 
moved to lay the question on the table; but withdrew 
the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. Briggs signified his intention to debate the 
subject; and, after some conversation on points of 
order, in which Messrs. J. Campbell, Wise, Morgan, 
L. W. Andrews, Gordon, Arnold, Rayner and the spea- 
ker participated, the question of reception was laid 
over for debate. 

Among the petitions presented were the osowing: 

By Mr. Childs, a petition from citizens of Pittsford, 
New York, in favor of a tariff; from Penfield, from 
Rush, N. ¥. on the same subject. 

Also, from citizens of the town of Monroe, asking 
the revival of the law of 1838 pensioning widows of 
revolutionary soldiers. 

Also, from inhabitants of Wayne, county, N. York, 
asking an appropriation for a harbor at Pultneyville, 
on Lake Ontario. 

The petition of 567 citizens of Wyoming county 
and other parts of Western New York, against 
enforcing the late amended treaty with the Seneca 
Indians. 

By Mr. Maynard, the petition of James P. Allaine 
and 159 others of New York, in favor of protecting 
American labor and products. 

Mr. Randolp': said that the petitions were from a 
very large number of females, who stated that they 
had heretofore supported themselves (and the fami- 
lies of such of them as had any) by making clothing; 
but that, in consequence of the valuation of duties 
under the compromise act, ready made clothing was 
extensively imported, and they were thrown out of 
employment and deprived of support: and they there- 
fore pay for protection, and gravely ask congress 
speedily to determine whether our tailor shops in fu- 
ture are to be at home or in Europe. Mr. R. moved 
the reference of the petition to the committee on 
manufactures. 

Mr. J. M. Russell presented the petition of 103 other 
citizens of Bedford county, Pennsylvania; also three 
petitions from the same county. 

Also, one of John Patterson and 56 other citizens 
of same county, of a similar tenor. 

And one from Henry Walter and 141 others, citi- 
zens of Somerset county, Pennsylvania, of similar 
tenor. 

Mr. R. said the memorialists represent generally 
the evils felt throughout the country in the want of 
employment and encouragement of industry, and the 
difficulties arising from the disastrous condition of 
the currency; attributing those evils mainly to the 
operation of the act of congress commonly called 
the compromise act, and anticipating more destruc- 
tive consequences if the operation of that act be not 
arrested. They particularly refer to the manufac- 
ture of iron in that section of the country, and state 
their firm conviction that it will be impossible to 
sustain the domestic fabric against the foreign com- 
petition which it must necessarily encounter under 
the provisions of the act referred to. They appre- 
hend material injury before the aid of congress can 
be extended to them. 

The memorialists pray that congress may take the 
whole subject into their immediate consideration, 
and establish a new tariff, embracing the principle 
of discriminating duties, for the encouragement and 
protecticn of domestic manufactures, and with a 
view to secure to our country the balance of trade. 

By Mr. Bidlack: sundry petitions from numerous 
citizens of Northern Pennsylvania, asking for the 
levying of such discriminating duties upon all arti- 
cles of import as will secure adequate protection to 
American industry. 

Also, petitions from citizens of Columbia county, 
Pennsylvania, for the re-adjustment of the tariff, 
with a view tothe continuance of the important in- 
terest of the manufacture of iron. 

By Mr. Henry: the petition of 108 citizens of 
Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying for an increase 
of duty on iron, woollen goods and silks, and all 
other articles that are manufactured in the U. States. 

A petition of a number of citizens of Beaver 
county, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the United States. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Genesee county, 
New York, praying that congress will publish a 
statement giving a comparative view of duties im- 
posed by foreign governments upon products of this 
country exported, and upon goods from foreign 
countries imported. 

Also, a petition from citizens of New York city, 
asking protection against the reductions of the com- 
rahe act without re-exportation of the goods on 

and. 


OF coteress 


prevent the transportation ull of 
| wWinth coming under the 21st ruie, were refused to 





Florida, one in the District of Columbia, and one to 
nPi el rae hy veucales all af 
Jt lave PY VYCsseis& iit © 


be received. 

Mr. W. W. Irwin presented the following, viz: 
Memorial of Samuel P. Darlington and divers | 
other merchants and manufacturers of ion, nails, 
&e. citizens of Pittsburg, setting forth the injurious 
effects upon the American manufacturer of the late 
revenue law and of the compromise act, in chang- 
ing the duty on imported steel from a specific to an 
established specific rate of $1 50 per 112 pounds. 
manufacturers and merchants of Philadelphia, to the 
same effect. 


Memorial of Messrs. Bakewell & Co. and divers 
other manufacturers of window glass and flint glass, 
and other individuals interested in such manufacture, 
citizens of the city and state aforesaid, representing 
the injurious consequences to that branch of indus- 
try from the ultimate operation of the compromise 
act, and praying congress to avert such consequences 
by fixing a specific duty on window glass, to be not 
less in amount than the actual duty was previous to 
the reduction of the 31st December, 1841. 

Six memorials very numerously signed by the far- 
mers, laboring men, merchants, manufacturers, me. 
chanics, artisans, &c. of Alleghany county, in said 
commonwealth, praying congress to arrest the pro- 
gress of the compromise act, and to establish a new 
tariff embracing the principles of discriminating du- 
ties for the encouragement and protection of domes- 
tic manufactures and home industry; and praying 
further that said tariff be formed with a view to se- 
cure to our country the balance of trade. 

By Mr. Morgan: The petition of citizens of Cayu- 
ga county, New York, asking for a reduction of pay 
of members to three dollars per day after the Ist of 
May. Of the same, praying for a congress of na- 
tions to settle national disputes. Of William O. 


ad valorem rate, and praying a-restoration of the old | 


Memorial of Rush & Muhlenburg and diver other |: 


tion connected with this.subject, which was. not ém- 
braced in the resolution of the gentleman from North 


Carolina, (lr. Staniy,) and which he would be giad 
should be passed upon now. ‘The resolution was 


‘as follows: 


Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 


‘structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 


the navigation laws as to prevent interference or compe- 

‘tition on the part of foreien steamers with the revenue 
‘laws of the United States, bv the transmission of letters 
from one port of the United States to another. 

And, without debate or divison, the question was 
taken simultaneously on all the resolutions, and they 
were adopted. 

The bill ‘to extend the time for selling the lands 
granted to the incorporated Kentucky asylum for 
| teaching the deaf and dumb,” was passed. 

Mr. Mallory, from the committee on naval affairs, 
‘reported the following bills, which were severally 
read twice by their titles, and committed: Y 

A bill to authorise the construction of a war 
steamer for harbor defence, accompanied by a report 
in writing. 

A bill to authorise the construction of a depot for 
charts and instruments for the navy of the United 
States, accompanied by a report in writing. 

Mr. Adams rose and said thaton the 27th day of 
August last a resolution from the committee on for- 
eign affairs had been adopted, instructing that com- 
‘mittee to inquire into the expediency of reducing 
| the expenditures of the diplomatic department of the 

government, by reducing the number of ministers 

.and diplomatic agents abroad. No report has been 
made at that session, and he now moved that the re- 
solution be again referred to that committee. 

A long time was spent in contesting this move- 
'ment, which Mr. Cushing opposed, on sundry points 
of order,—but the resolution was ultimately adopted 
_by nearly a unanimous vote. 
| A report confirming the deed of D. Levy, was 
_made by Mr. Barton, from the majority of the com- 
-mittee on elections, and a counter report, by Mr. 



































































Duvall and others, asking congress to assume the | Halsted, from, as he signified, also a majority of the 
state debt of Mississippi, and to eject that state from | same committee, declaring Mr. Levy to be an alien, 
the union. Mr. M. in presenting the petition asking | and therefore, not entitled to a seat as a delegate in 







congress to reduce the pay of members to $3 per 
day, observed, that the petition was signed by many 
of his most respectable constituents, without refe- 
rence to party. The gentlemanto whom it was di- 
rected declined presenting it. Mr. M. coincided 
with the views of the petitioners, and believing that 
the sessions of congress, now unnecessarily long, 
would be materially shortened by granting the pray- 
er of the petitioners, he moved its reference to a se- 
lect committee, with instructions to report a bil] re- 
ducing the pay of members to three dollars per day 
after the Ist of May. 


By Mr. W. B. Campbell: a series of resolutions of 
the legislature of the state of Tennessee, on the sub- 
jectof the tobacco interest, which had been pre- 
sented on a former day by one of his colleagues and 
ordered to be printed. He said he would not move 
that they again be printed, but he would make sucha 
motion as would conform in some degree to the views 
of the Jegislature. Every effort to reduce the du- 
ties on tobacco in foreign countries, by negotiation, 
has heretofore failed, and it is now more than proba- 
ble that nothing will be done on that subject by trea- 
ty until this government shall resort to a system of 
countervailing duties, as pointed out by the legisla- 
ture in their resolutions. The committee on manu- 
factures have the whole subject of the tariff and the 
propriety of an increase of duties on imports now 
under consideration. He would therefore move that 
these resolutions be referred to that committee. 

Also, the resolutions of the legislature of 'Tennes- 
see, inquiring into the propriety of the immediate 
admission of Texas into the union of the U. States 
of America, which, on motion of Mr. C. H. Wil- 
liams, were referred to the committee on foreign 
affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, resolutions of the legislature of Tennessee, 


and requesting her representatives in congress, to 
vote for the repeal of the bankrupt law, which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. And the 
house adjourned. ' 
Tuespay, Marcu 15. Mr. Stanly, on leave, offer- 
ed the following resolutions: 
Resolved, Tiat the postinaster general cf the United 


opinion, any further provision by law is necessary to se- 
cure the post office department from loss arising from 
the transmission of letiers by private persons coustwise 
from one part of the United States to another. 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 


ther provision by law be necessary to secure the Ameri- 
can-owned ships and vessels the cvasting trade of the 
United States, and also the conveyance of passengers 





He also presented three other petitions from the 
same source, one praying the abolition of slavery in 


from one port thereof ‘to another. __ 
Mr. Botts said that he had in his drawer a resolu- 


instructing her senators, when she shall have any, | 


States be directed to inform this house whether, in his | 


ed to inform this house whether, in his opinion, any fur- | 


that house, 

| The house then proceeded to the consideration of 
| the general appropriation bill, in which considerable 
| progress was this day made. The details are entire- 
ly too voluininous for our space. The house then 
adjourned. . 
| Wepnespay, Marcu 16. Mr. Halsted, of N. J. 
‘from the committee on elections, asked for the ac- 
tion upon the report of the committee declaring 
| that Joshua Lowell was entitled to his seat. 

Mr. Randall, of Maine, took issue with the report. 
He showed that Mr. Lowell’s majority was less than 
| twenty-one, and that twenty-three of the votes were 
illegally returned. 

The house did not concur with him, and sustained 
the previous question which was moved. The re- 
port was then adopted and Mr. Lowell placed secure 
in his seat by a vote of the house. 

Mr. Fillmore,in consideration of the exhausted 
condition of the treasury, felt called upon as chair- 
man of the committee of ways and means, to move 
that the house resolve itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, for the considera- 
tion of the bill proposing an extension of the time 
for subscribing to the unsubscribed portion of the 
loan authorised at the extra session of congress. 
The yeas and nays were ordered and the house re- 
fused (two-thirds being required) 118 to 69, to go 
into committee of the whole. 

The house then went into committee of the whole. 
The chairman of the committee, Mr, Briggs, of 
Mass., called for action upon the general appropria- 
| tion bill. 

Mr. Fillmore called for the consideration of the 
‘loan bill. The chairman decided that the motion 
| was not in order. An appeal was taken, and the de- 
'cision of the chair reversed. ' 
| ‘The loan bill sometime since reported by the com- 
miitee of ways and means was then read. A ques- 
tion of time arose as soon as the bill was taken up 
incommittee of the whole. 
| Mr. Wise moved fifteen years instead of twelve 

years, as recommended by the president and secreta- 
iry of the treasury. 
| Mr. McKeon, of New York, advocated a repeal of 
the land bill of the extra session of congress. He 
| was, for relieving the government conditionally. 
| Mr. Smith, of Va. was for extending the time for 
three years, and increasing the rate of interest. He 
would not consent to have the time run on for 14 or 
15 years. 
| Mr. Adams, sustained the motion of Mr. Wise, and 
| gave his reasons. 
| Mr. Smith’s and Mr. Wise’s motions were rejected. 
| After some further discussion the committee rose 
| and the house adjourned. 
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Banks. After an extraordinary course of legislation, 


the government of Pennsylvania at length passed a law 
requiring the banks of that state to resume specie pay- 
menis forthwith. The latest information from that siate 
however renders it extremely uncertain how far the 
law will or can be complied with. The Sun says: 
** Although it was expected that the banks of Pennsylva- 
nia would comply immediately with the law of the state, 
on Monday, yet we perceive by our Philadelphia ex- 
changes that not a single bank in Philddelphia or else- 
where paid specie. Some of the banks designed contest- 
ing the law.” ; ; 

“The Girard bank has made an assignment of all its 
effects, 

On the 16th the banks of Philadelphia refused to take 
the notes of Penn Township bank, which .constituted a 
large portion of the currency of the city. This produe- 
ed an iminediate run upon that bank, which after sus- 
taining for some hours, at length compelled the directors 
to close their doors. agi 

The distress in the business community is represented 
to be beyond. any thing ever known in the city. Money 
is not tobe had even at four per cent. per month. Many 
heavy failures are announced. 

The banks of Maryland appear to be making every 
disposition to comply with the law of the state requiring 
them to resume specie payments on the Ist of May. 
They now pay specie in some eases, and it is believed 
will be able to fulfil the objects of the law. 

The legislature of Virginia have not yet finally decided 
upon the provisions of the law which they have long 
been debating, requiring the banks of that state to re- 
sume. A motion to substitute the Ist June for the 
Ist November as the period, was lost in the honse by a 
tie vote on Tuesday last. A motion to substitute the Ist 
May, was negatived, ayes 54 nays 64. 


BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD ORDERS are now 
down to fifty cents in the dollar. The city councils have 
decided not to receive them any longer in payment of 
taxes or city debts. 


Dr. CHANNING ON FREE TRADE. “Allow me tosay a 
word tothe merchants of our country on another sub- 
ject. The time is come when they are particularly call- 
ed totake yet more generous views of their vocation, and 
to give commerce a ree el as yet unknown. 
refer to the juster principles which are gaining ground on 
the subject of free trade, and to the growing disposition 
of nations to promote it. Free trade! this is the plain 
duty and plain interest of the human race. To level all bar- 
riers to free exchange; to cut up the system of restric- 


tion reot and branch; to open every port on earth to every | 


roduct, this is the office of enlightened humanity.— 

‘y this a free nation should especially pledge itself.— 
Freedom of the seas; freedom of harbors; an intercourse 
of nations free as the winds; this is not a dream of phi- 
lanthropists; we are tending towards it and let us hasten 
it. Under a wiser and more Christian civilization, we 
shall look back un our present restrictions as we do on the 
swaddling bands by which, in darker times, the human 
body was compressed. ‘The growing freedom of trade 
is another and glorious illustrativa of the tendeacy of vur 
age to universality.” 


Corron market—Liverpool, Feb. 18. The marker 
has been very duil and heavy throughout the week; the 
trade have been almost the only purchasers, and, though, 
no decided decline can be quoted in either American or 
Surat descriptions, the tendency has been throu: hout in 
favor of the buyer, with a great abundance of cotton of- 
fering. ‘The*imports this week amount to 37,051 bags, 
and the sales, including 500 Aimerican taken on specu- 
lation, and 100 American, 60 Maranham. and 100 Su- 
rat fur export, to 19,630 bags, including 350 Sea_ Island 
Georgia, 10}d to 16d; 20 stained do. 7; 4,650 Upland do. 
44d to 63d; 1,120 Alabama and Mobile, 5d to 53d: 8.100 
New Or eans, 44d to Tid; 740 Pernambuco, 634 to 74d; 
360 Bahia and Macola, 63 to 73d; 580 Marunham, 5$d 
to 7d. 


Corn taws. The New York Courier and Enquirer, 
in speaking of parliamentary movement, says: “In ad- 
dition to the great corn Jaw question, the ministers have 
proposed resolutions in regard to the colonial customs 
duties, similar to those brought forward last winter by the 
former administration. ‘These, it is believed, will afford 
considerable relief to the West Indies and North Ame- 
rican colonies. The admission of grain and flour into 
these colonies, at a duty of three shillings on the quarter 
of wheat, and two shillings on the barrel of flour, is 
looked upon as an important auxiliary to the modifica- 
tions of the corn laws, and an opening for the admission 
of flour into England trom the United States, through 
Canada, ata fixed rate of duty.” 


Creove case. A cabinet meeting, we learn, was held 
at Washington, on Monday, to take into consideration 
the important despatches received at the state department, 
transmitted from our minister in England, by the Aca- 
dia. The executive, it is said, will not recede from the 
siand taken in the Creole case. (Ledger. 


Disaster aT sea. The Sailor's Magazine contains 
the following list of vessels known to have been wreck- 
ed at sea during the past year. About 650 lives have 
been lost, and nearly $15,000,000 worth of property. 
Of the whole number 94 were English vessels: ships, 63; 
barks, 47; brigs, 130; schooners, 246; sluops, 51; steain- 
boais, 5; unknown, 40.—Total!, 557. 





Exzction. The New Hampshire state election has 
resulted decidedly in favor of the Van Buren party; par- 
ticulars not pet ascertained. Hills N. H. Patriot thus 
classifies the represeutave elected so far as heard from; 
radicals, 56; anti-radicals, 53; whigs, 47; no chuice, 16: 
anti-radical majority, 31. Barton is beaten in the Rock- 
ingham councillor district by a large majority. 


Inp1an Councin. A letter froma Mr. Phariss, clerk 
of Barry county court, Missouri, states that he has infor- 
mation from an intelligent Delaware Indian, that a great 
Indian council to consist of chiefs and head men of the 
Seminoles, Choctaws, Chicasaws, Creeks,’ Senecas, 
Quawpaws, Osages, Shawnees, Caws, Pawnees, Sioux, 
Sacs, Foxes, Peankeshaws, .Potawatamies, Wyandots, 
&c, &c. &c,; are to assemble in two moons from that 
time (16th February), in grand confederacy at the,instance 
of the Cherokees—of which Ross is the talanted head 
man, and who has recently returned from Washing- 
ton. It is supposed, that the ostensibie object is to op- 
pose any further emigration of the whites west, to pre- 
vent the erection of any more forts in their country, 
and never more to part with anoiher foot of their land, 
either by force or treaty, at the peril of their lives and the 
total extinction of their race. ‘The Delaware informs our 
correspondent that by this confederacy the Indian tribes 
ean to bring a force of 40,000 warriors into 
the field. 


Mexico. The New Orleans Bulletin of the 3d inst. 
contains accounts from Mexico brought by the schooner 
Virginia Antoinette, from Tampico. We see no men- 
tion made of the Texan prisoners. The papers assert 
that the treaty proposed by Yucatan is caiieale inadmis- 
sible, and that Mexico will never agree to any such 
terms with one of its states. The Tampico Sun is par- 
ticularly severe upon the Louisiana legislature and the 
U.S. government generally, for the interest manifested 
in behalf of the Santa Fe prisoners. They say.— 

“The Mexican governinent will respond to such out- 
rageous demands in a way consistent with the honor of 
the republic. For our own part, we hope the supreme 
chief of the nation, who has so fully realized the desires 
of the whole people, will give to the people of the United 
States an evidence of firmness, spurning so insulting a 
demand. We do not presume that in case of war, Mex- 
ico will be able to maintain so unequal a struggle; but it 
would be far more honorable to be buried under the 
ruins of our country than to submit to the insolent pre- 
tensions of our perverse neighbors. Let the result of a 


' conflict be whatyit may, however disastrous, it will be 





much more tolerable than to suffer the insolent pride of 
these modern Carthayenians—these defenders of slavery 
— these worshippers of the silver gad—and who desire to 
impose laws upon a people who more deserve to be free 
than a whole world of Anylo Americans.” 


Navat. The frigate Constellation, commodore Kear- 
ney, and sloop of war Boston, commander Long, were 
at Singapore on the 23d of Nov. J. C. Richardson, of 
Louisville, a midshipman, died on board the Constella- 
tion, of fever, on the 29th of Sept. 


PENNSYLVANIA ASSESSMENT. From the report of the 
auditor general to the legislature on the Ist March, 1842. 
The assessed value of real estate cattle, horses, &c. as- 

sessed for county purposes is $361,401 ,494 
The assessed value of offices, posts of pro- 


fit, trades, professions 24,495 463 
The assessed value of mortgages, debts, 
stocks, watches, &c. 44,387,391 


Whole amount of state tax assessed in fall 

of 1841 1,582 

Nine counties having a population of 340,245 are not 
included in the summary as their assessments had not 
been returned. 

The assessed value of real estate of Philadelphia city 
was $78,318.474: of offices, trades &c. 12,476,643; of 
mortgages, stocks &c. 18,969,011; state tax in fall of 
1841, $152,292. The assessed value of real estate of 
Philadelphia county was $50,516,835; of trades, occupa- 


‘tions &c. 3,025,895; of debts mortgages, stocks &c. 


5,365,152, state tax in fall of 1841, $71,237. 


Prince DE JoINVILLE was promoted, by a royal ordi- 
nance of 22d January, to the rank of Rear Admiral. 


Rigut or searcg. ‘Tile treaty among the five great 
powers of Europe, touching the suppression of the 
slave trade, is one of great importance to this country 
in the present aspect of our affairs. And the recent re- 
fusal of France to confirm all of its provisions, gives ad- 
ditional consequence to the subject. The subjuined let- 
ter to the editor of the U. States Gazette, dated Paris, 
Jan. 27th is from a gentleman long and successfully con- 
nected with the diplomatic affairs of the country abroad, 
a close observer of men and things: 


My dear Chandler: You were doubtless as unpre- 
pared as myself for the joint treaty of the five great 
European powers for the suppression of the slave trade, 
by the concession of the mutual right of search. Eng- 
lish ambition, concealed under the disguise of philan- 
throphy, is_at the bottom of this business. The object 
of Great Britain has been to interpolate the right of 
search inty the law of nations, under the sanction uf the 
united authority of those European powers, who take 
upon themselves to make and interpret European pub- 
lic law Her real objects, as well as the means which 
she has intended to put into practice for their attain- 
ment, bave been concealed from the associate parties to 
this treaty. Her primary aim has_ been to legalize her 
sovereignty of the seas, and then to force the minor 
powers, the United States among the rest, to respect this 





new authority fur her insolence and boundless ambition 
for maritime power. Happily we have here an able and 
influential minister. As soon as he was informed of the 
existence of the treaty, he hastened to unfold its objecis 
to the French ministry, and through that, and other chan. 
nels of influence, he has awakened Frauce to a proper 
and excited feeling of the danger to the principles anq 
interests which she has hitherto defended contained jn 
this instrument,. to which she was about to give her final 
sanction. I have my doubts whether the treaty will be 
ratified; but after the interpretation given to it by the 
minister of foreign affairs, evidently the result of his in. 
terviews with General Cass, it will be powerless in the 
hands of Great Britaif, in the way she intended to ap. 
ly it against us, and other secondary maritime powers, 
. Guizot said, m the chamber of deputies, thatan at. 
tempt to apply the treaty to us, or to other powers who 
were not parties toit, would be a justifiable cause of 
war. Now had the treaty been ratified without this 
commentary from this high source, Great Britain 
would have insisted, that to make the treaty effectual, jt 
must apply to all Hugs; and that the only object in get. 
ting the united signatures of the five powers, was to es- 
tablish the right of search as the law of nations, in the 
paramount interest of humanity. But the declaration of 
the French minister, and the universal hostility of the 
chamber of deputics, and of the press, to the treaty, 
have changed the whole aspect of the matter. The in- 
strument is now a nullity in the hands of its negotiators. 
The feeling of France must be the feeling all over the 
continent; and England instead of having made ano- 
ther, and the longest step of all, to universal power and 
domination, holds in her hand an unmeaning document, 
abandoned, on the instant, by the allies whose moral 
furce she had counted on to enable her to carry out her 
monstrous purposes. General Cass has hastily prepared 
a pamphlet setting forth the true import and dangers of 
this treaty. It will be read by every statesman in Eu- 
rope, and added to the general’s personal influence here, 
will effectually turn the tables on England. ‘ihe coun- 
try owes the general much for his reasonable and effec- 
tual influence with this government. 


STEAMBOAT EXPLOSION AND LOSS OF LIFE. We learn 
from the Mobile papers, that on the Ist inst. the stean- 
boat North Star, burst her boilers, about twelve miles 
from ‘Tuscaloosa, Ala., and some sixteen persons were 
instantaneously killed. 


THE GRampus. A letter from an officer on board the 
U.S. schooner Grampus, hence, 14th ult. states that the 
she took the gale the 16th, which continued wiih great 
vioience for nearly three days, the deck must of the tiine 
so flooded, that the port holes barely afforded a sufficient 
outlet for the water, threw overboard the two bow guns, 
lost stern boat, and had the quarter boat stove, &c. 

| Boston Mercantile Advertiser. 


. Tosacco MaRKET, Liverpool, Feb. 18. ‘Tobacco con- 
tinues in good general demand, and since the coro- 
mencement of the month the sales amount to 754 hhds. 
comprising 426 Virginia jeaf, and 99 stemmed, 109 Ken- 
tucky leaf and 120 stemmed, of those 226) hhds. were 
taken tur export, 214 fur Ireland, 13 for Scotland, 80 on 
speculation, and the remainder on 22] hhds. by the trade. 
Price of the better qualities of the Virginian leaf have 
ad vanced about jd. per lb., and the market generaliy is 

riner. 


The mail brought by the steamship Unicorn, was the 
largest that ever arrived in the United States. The num- 
ber of letiers was about 40,000, and there were 40 bays 
of newspapers. ‘The postage on the letters for New 
York amounted to about $3,000; Philadelphia, $650, 
Baltimore, $200; Albany (city or distribution) $500. 


Waeat Market. Liverpool, Feb. 15. A very limited 
trade in free wheat to-day, ata decline of Id. to 2d. per 
70 Ibs. with a disposition to press sales. Nothing pass- 
ing in the bonded market except a parcel of U. States 
sweet flour which changed hands at 27s. per barrel.— 
Free flour sold in retail at 36s. to 36s, 6u per barrel.— 
Oats were 1d per bushel lower. 

Feb. 18. Since our'first report this week and up to this 
date, business in any free article of the trade appears to 
be literally suspended. At this day’s market hkewise 
unacvouatable dullness pervaded every branch of the 
corn trede, and rendered prices of all soris of Grain 
scarcely more than nomainal. Of wheats, however, the 
few retail sales effected were at a decline of 2d to 3d per 
60 lbs. and oats might have been purchased at {ull 1d 
per 45 lbs. below the rates last noted. Oatmeal, in the 
absence of country buyers, receded 6.) per 240 Jos. Flour 
was taken off very sparingly, and although prime brands, 
duty paid, are not plentiful, there was a disposition to sell 
on rather lower terms. Until the question of the corn 
laws, now before parliament, is decided, we iook fur ve- 
ry litle if any improvement in our demand. 


London, Feb. 18. We have to note large arrivals of 
Englishbarley and foreign wheats, but the supplies of 
other grain, although only moderate, are more than suf- 
cient jor the present demand. Every artiele is most de- 
pressed, buyers continuing to exercise the greatest cau- 
tion in their purchases, and reducing their stocks to the 
lowest point. In the absence of demand, we continue 
our previous quotations, but less money must have been 
taken to force sales of either wheat, barley or oats 

Quotations—American flour, free 35a383, in bond 
29a33., United States wheat, free 58a64s. 

London average prices of grain for t!e week ending 
Feb. 15.— Wheat, 2.406 qrs. 603. Id.; barley, 6,323 qrs- 
30s. 3d, oats, 22,827 gra. 20s. 6d.; rye, 78 qrs. 38a. 6d.; 
beans, 1,250 qrs. 33s. 1d.; peas, 851 qrs, 34s. 1. 
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